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FAITH in FESUS CHRIST; 


IN WHICH 
Mx. FULLER's leading Se on that 
* Subject are conſidered, and his additional F Remarks | 


£4 


examined, 


. 5 — - 


BY JOHN MARTIN. 


Of all the opponents I have had, none have been fo AMUSING to me as Mr. Martin. 


It is almoſt impoſſible to be out of temper with him The whole of what 1 plead 


for, is included in Mr. Martin's favourite word endeavour. Mr. FULLER. 


Suffer me that I may ſpeak ; and after that I have ſpoken, mock on. © JOB. 
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In ſtating my general idea of the duty oſ man, 


how far that agrees with Mr. F uller's judgment, 


or differs from it, every reader may determine 
for himſelf. If our diſpute be merely verbal, 
any thing may be ſo called; but if it be ſome- 
thing more, yet our friends cannot be offended 
to perceive that we both of us hold as ſacred, 
ſeveral ſentiments of confeſſed importance. 

A general idea of our duty may be obtained 
by obſerving what is the rule of moral obligation, 
what is the leading motive which induces us to 


regard it, and in what manner we ſhould always 
attempt to be — ; 


I. The rule of 3 obligation is the pre- 
capes will of God. 


For what ſaith the ſcripture ? «<< The Lord 
came from Sinai, and roſe up from Seir unto 


them; he ſhined forth from Mount Paran, and 
he came with ten thouſands of ſaints ; from his 
right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea, he 
loved the people; all his ſaints are in thy hand, 
and they ſat down at thy feet: every one ſhall 
receive of thy words.” — That do [which is] after 
the will of your God. Ye ſhall not add unto the 
word which I command you, neither . ſhall you 


diminiſh ought from it, that ye may keep the 


commandments of the Lord your God which I com- 


mand you.—1 have ſtuck unto thy teftimontes : 


0 O Lord, put me not to ſhame. I will run the 


my of thy ns; when thou ſhalt enlarge 


6 1 


m heart. reach me to do thy will ; for thoü 
art my God.— Ve ſhall walk after the Lord your 
| God, and fear him, and keep his commandmentr, 
and obey his voice, and you ſhall ſerve him, and 
cleave unto him.— Wherefore, be not unwiſe, 
but underſtanding what the will of the Lord is. 
But be ye transformed, by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
„ acceptable and perfect will of God. — As ſervants 
of Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart. 
— The world paſſeth away and the luſt thereof; 
but he that doth the ww: of God abideth ever. — 
= Whoſoever ſhall do the wil] of God, the ſame 1s 
my brother, and my ſiſter, and mother, Now 
the God of peace make you perfect 1 in every good 
work, to.do his will!“ ; 

Thus it is written; and men of great abilities, 
and of different complexions amongſt us, have 
clearly underſtood, and openly acknowledged the 
will of God to be the rule of human duty. It 

may be proper to produce ſome proof of Wies 
aſſertion. 

" Bp. ConvBEARE : As the notion of the 
religion of nature conſidered as a religion, muſt 
refer us to God, the author and object of it, ſo. © | 

the notion of the law of nature, conſidered as a {348 

law, muſt refer us to ſome ſuperior, the author 

of this law, and from whoſe will, directed by 1 
wiſdom and goodneſs, and ſupported by power, 1 
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al am ſtrictly and properly ſo called, 
muſt be derived. The law of nature, then, is to 
us a law, becauſe. it is and muſt be the will of 
God.“ [Defence of Revealed * 2d edit. 
chap. I.] 

Bp. Wazzuzron : 5 « Nothing c can oblige but 
a ſuperior will : and ſuch a will could not be 
found till the being and attributes of God were- 
eſtabliſhed ; but was diſcovered with them. 
Hence aroſe, and. only from hence, a moral dif- 
ference. From this time, human actions became 
the ſubje& of obligation, and not till now: For 
though inſtin perceived a difference in actions, 
and reaſon diſcovered that difference to be founded 
in the nature of things, yet it was will only, that 
could make a compliance with that difference a 
duty. For till it be made appear, that man 'bath' 
received his being from the will of another, and 
ſo depending on that other, is accountable to him 
for it, he can be under no moral obligation to 
prefer good to evil, or even life to death,” 
Divine Legation, Book I. 84. | 
Mr. BoTrT wrote againſt. Warburton's notion 
of morality; yet he has left us this conceſſion: 
Duty, in its conſtant uſe implies ſubmiſſion 
1] to the will of a, ſuperior : For which reaſon” he 
obſerves, „ we never ſpeak of the duty of God, 
who has, and can have no fuperior.” (Anſwer 
to the Rey. Mr. Warburton' 8 Diving Legation, 


Br 234-1" 5 
Mr. 


6 % 3 


Mr, Patty : : % All obligation is nothing” | 
more than inducement of ſufficient ſtrength, and 


reſulting, in ſome way from the command of 
another.—As the. will of God is our rule, to 
Inquire what is our duty, or what we are obliged 


to do, in any inſtance, is, in effect, to inquire 
what is the ww] of God in that inſtance.” M,. 


Paley juſtly obſerves, that “ ſuch as reject the 


chriſtian religion are to make the beſt ſhift they 


can to build up a ſyſtem, and to lay the founda- 


tion of morality without it, But” he adds, it 


appears to me a greater inconſiſtency in thoſe 


who receive chriſtianity, and expect ſomething 8 
to come of it, to endeavour to keep all ſuch ex- 


pectations out of ſight in their reaſonings con- 
cerning human duty.“ 


Political Philoſopby, vol. I. chap. 3. 4.0 


What ſome writers may think of Mr. Paley s - 


remark cannot be told: we with, however, it 


may be long recollected, and that it may be, of 


lafting ſervice to the profeſſors of chriſtianity, 
Dr. GILL : 


into being is owing to the will of God; and fol- 


lows upon it; if the ſeveral relations they ſtand 
in to one another are ſolely of his appointment 


and forming, then ſurely, what is fit, or not fit 
to be done, in ſuch a ſituation, muſt be fixed by, 
and be the reſult of his «vn will, as determining 


them according to the : perfeRtions of his nature; 


which determination of his ſecret will being re- 
| A + vealed, 
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« If the production of creatures 
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vealed, becomes the law of his creatures: : and 
being ſo, this law is the ſureſt rule of judgment 


_ unto them with reſpect to the difference of moral 


good and evil; it lays the ſtrongeſt obligation 
upon them to do the one and avoid the other, 


and ſo muſt be the beſt rule of action unto them.“ 
| | The Moral Nature and Fitneſs of Things con- 
1idered, p. 13, 14.] 


Of all the modern advocates for what i is com- 
monly called The Nature and Fitneſs of Things, 
perhaps, the late Rev. Mr. Balguy was the beſt; 
But the beſt advocate can only ſeem to make a 
bad cauſe a good one. But of the rule of our duty 
enough has now been quoted: yet the danger is ſo 
great when that honour is transfered to the Nature 
and Fitneſs of Things, and to various other rules 
of modern and of antient manufacture, that the 


pious reader will not be dene at the l 


quotations. 


When we e reflect on the dignity of 


5 perſonality, (dignity that depravity does not 


annihilate, nor even torment itſelf deſtroy !) how 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that any thing but will, 

directed by wiſdom and goodneſs, and ſupported 
by power, can be the proper ſource of perſonal 
obligation? They with who have rightly regarded 
that rule have been truly majeſtic. Peter and 
John were full of dignity when to rulers, elders, 


and ſcribes, they ſaid. Whether it be right in 
| =: 


*) 


the ſight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye.“ 
Things, whether tremendous or r pleaſing, are 


ever under the abſolute. dominion of him that 
made them. So are we, but in a manner they 
are not. We may ſhudder at the approach of 


thunder, tremble at its flaming attendant, be 
alarmed at tlie proſpect of a tempeſt, or be 
terrified at the apprehenſion of an earthquake, 
but we cannot treat theſe things with religious 
reverence. Such homage we pay to him alone, 
% Whoſe hand the lightning forms; who heaves 
old ocean, and who wings the ſtorms.” Whether. 
chaſtiſed or bleſſed, it is ſtill the ſame, For it is 
the ſame hand which corrects and feeds us; and 
to it the eye of the believer is devoutly turned. 
He knows who it is that ſays, I will affect or 
act upon the heavens, and they ſhall affect the 
earth, and the earth ſhall affect the corn, and 
the wine, and the oil, and they ſhall affect 
Jezreel.”—In ſhort, he that has a will can bow 
to nothing that has not, and he that has under- 


ſtanding can reverence nothing that is deſtitute 
of intellectual ability. 


II. The leading motive which induces us to 


regard the will of God, as the rule of our duty 


is next to be examined. 
The reſult of repeated examination on this 
ſubject, in reference to myſelf, may be thus ex- 
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preſſed. I find in all my ſerious attempts to re- 
gard the preceptive will of God as the rule of my 
duty, there has been a ſecret and ſettled perſua- 
ſion that it is law; and that it is ſo, becauſe it is 
we will of the Supreme, and worthy of himſelf 
aàs holy, juſt and good. I therefore conclude it: 
is good for me, being what I am; that as a rule 
| it is always and altogether good, and indeed ſo 

e excellent as to be incomparable : and I have ob- 
| ſerved, the more clearly this truth is perceived, 
he more conſtantly it is recollected, and the 

more carefully it is contraſted with any, or with 
every oppoſing ſentiment, it has been followed 
with very ſenſible advantage. 
It is not eaſy to ſpeak of -motives with pre- 
cilion ſo as to be immediately underſtood; and 
the prejudice in favour of what ſome are pleaſed 
to call ſimplicity, is very great; but in many 
things perhaps injurious. Genuine ſimplicity is 
undoubtedly a charming thing; yet it has its 
limits, and it has its counterfeits too. He, there- 
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id fore, who is impatient of difficulty, who is diſ- 

If 3 ee 3 

I guſted with argument, who is unwilling to attend 
8 to cloſe inveſtigation, and who fancies that every 


| thing that is excellent muſt be eaſy, is liable ta 
ſhocking impoſitions. If the following remarks 
on motives be obſcure, ' my friends tell me it is a 
| kind of obſcurity which the nature of the ſubject 
| will excuſe; and vx hy think that fuch remarks 
EF ought not to be omitted, | 
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A motive is that by which we move; or that, 
by which we are determined to this, rather than 
to that; or by which, at different periods, we 
are moved to both. If the will be determined 
there is a determiner.” And if it be by motive, 
% Tt is that motive, which, as it ſtands in the 
view of the mind, is the ſtrongeſt, that determines 
the will.” So ſays Mr. Jonathan Edwards; who 
by motive, „means the whole of that which 


moves, excites or invites the mind to volition, 


whether that be one thing ſingly, or many things 
canjunaly.” He alſo remarks, with equal pro- 
priety, Many particular things may concur 
and unite their ſtrength to induce the mind; and 
when it is ſo, altogether are, as it were, one com- 


plex motive.” —A gentleman for aught I know 


of equal metaphyſical ſagacity, has obſerved, 


EF The final cauſe [of action] we commonly 


ſtile motive, by a metaphor taken from me- 
chanical engines, which cannot play without 
ſame ſpring or other mover to {ct them at work: 
and becauſe we find action uſually follows upon 
the ſuggeſtion of proper motives, therefore we 
conceive them moving the mind to exert itſelf. - 


This gentleman ſuppoſes, „that motives do not 


move the mind as one billiard ball moves another 
upon their ſtriking : but only that motives give 
occaſion to the mind to exert her endeavours in 
attaining whatever they invite her to, which ſhe 


does * her own inheront iur. and not by 
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any power derived from them.“ He mile 
aſſerts, A motive is the proſpect of ſome end 
actually in view of the mind at the time of action 
and urging to attain it.“ 

Now, if theſe remarks be admitted, it will 
follow, that he who does not percerve the rule of | 
action, can have no motive, for diſpoſition to 
| regard it; that when he does perceive it, unleſs 

he is perſuaded it is, upon the whole, better for 
him to be obedient than to be diſobedient, or than 
to be in a ſtate of heſitation, he can have no proper 
inducement to regard that rule; and we may add, 

that when any man's motive is commendable, it 
cannot operate as a motive any longer than while 


i. is preſent to his mind, with ſome degree | 
N of ſatisfaction. Weights are called weights ö 
I whether they are in the box, or in the ſcale; and 


ſprings are called ſprings, as well when they are 
laid aſide, as when they are ſo placed as to put 
the machine in motion : ſo motives, are called 
motives, when they ceaſe to move us, or to be 
the mean and end of motion. But a man may 
be rich in arguments who is poor in motives; 
juſt as a man may poſſeſs a clear underſtanding 
whoſe appetites are corrupt, and whoſe will is 
remarkably perverſe. 

Of the ſtrength or weight of bur motives, 
we may obſerve, that is always relative : for 
what are commonly called the ſame motives, do 


not, in every ſituation, move our minds in the 
| ſame 
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ſame manner. Nothing can move the mind of 
man which is not prefent with it. Nothing 
can induce or invite the mind to will or a& any 
thing, any further than it is perceived, or 1s 
ſome way or other in the minds view, for what 
is wholly unperceived, and perfectly out of the 


minds view, cannot affect the mind, at all. Tis 


moſt evident, that nothing is in the mind, or 
reaches it, or takes any hold of it, any otherwiſe 
than as it is perceived or thought of.” This muſt 
be allowed; but when the mind thus moves, the 
ſtrongeſt motive, (as Mr. Edwards has obſerved, 
only „ operates to induce to a particular act 


of volition.” One act of the will may ſucceed 
another in ſwift ſucceſſion ; but without continual 


inducement we can neither will nor act. If a 


man ſtretches out his arm, he has ſome induce-" 


ment to that exertion of will and power; ſo long 
as that, or ſome- other motive -to ſtretch out 


his arm is preſent and prevalent, his volitions 


multiply rapidly. and almoſt inſenſibly; thus 


moved, he endeavours to keep his arm ſtill 


extended ; but as inducement decays, or is coun- 
teracted, his arm alters its poſition, and is either 


bent, or falls negligently by his ſide, as different 


motives affect his mental and his active powers, 
Such trains of thought i in the warmth of action, 
and tumult of temptation, cannot be indulged ; 3 
yet they are not to be deſpiſed. For if, on con- 
ſulting the pillow, it ſeems to us we have acted. 
| improperly, 
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improperly, it may be obſerved that concluſion 
always runs on this principle, that ye have done 
fomething which is ſuppoſed to be inconſiſtent 
with the will of God. But of that rule of action, 
there are different degrees of knowledge ; and as 
it advances, and is ſettled, it 1s probable, that 
both in, the buſtle of action, and in the calm of 
retirement, we {hall more quickly and fully diſ- 
cover our deviations from his unerring will. 


What further apology can I make for ſuch 


unpopular - remarks? Permit me to fay, If 


ſome ſophiſters have treated metaphyſical diſquiſi- 
tions, in ſuch a manner that one would ſwear they 
aimed at nothing elſe but to vex and torture the 
underſtanding with difficult trifles, and to infect 
all language with blundering nonſenſe, and with 


the grating horrour of barbarous ſounds which 


have no meaning, yet men of piety and ſenſe 
have availed themſelves of that ſcience to very 
valuable purpoſes.” —*< If the reaſoning be good, 
tis as frivolous to enquire what ſcience it is pro- 
perly reduced to, as what language it is delivered 
in : and for a man to go about to confute the 
arguments of his opponent, by telling him his 
arguments are metaphyſical, would be as weak as 
to tell him, his arguments could not be ſubſtan- 


tial, becauſe they were written in French or 


Latin. The queſtion is not, Whether what is 
ſaid be mathematicks, Latin, French, Engliſh, or 


8 Masha But, whether the reaſoning be good, 


and 


es) 
and the arguments truly concluſive.“ Mr. Edwards 


in his Careful and ſtrict Inquiry into the modern 


prevailing Notions of that Freedom of the Will 


which is ſuppoſed to be eſſential to moral Agency, 


Virtue and Vice, Reward and Puniſhment, 
Praiſe and Blame, from which the preceding 


obſervations are quoted, has much to the ſame 


- purpoſe. He affirms, « it is by metaphyſical 


arguments only, we are able to prove that the 


rational ſoul is not corporeal ; that lead or fand 


can't think, that thoughts are not ſquare or round, 


or do not weigh a pound; that we can demon- 
ſtrate that God is not limited to a place, or is 
not mutable; that he is not ignorant, or forget- 
ful; that it is impoſſible” for him to lie, or be 
unjuſt; and that there is one God only, and not 
hundreds, or thouſands :” nay he affirms, " we 
have no ſtrict demonſtration of any thing, ex- 
cepting mathematical truths, but by meta- 
Phyſics. i 

A more modern and elegant writer, (though 
not equally ſerious nor conſiſtent) has this remark: 


«© I am no leſs ſurprized at Mr. Knox's precipt- | 


tate cenſure of metaphyſics: and I deſire. to aſk 
this gentleman how he can ſtrictly and properly 


demonſtrate any propoſition that relates to the 
Being of God the dependence of his.creatures—- - 
the nature of our ſouls—the truths of natural 
religion, &c. &c. but by metaphyſics? If he 


deny us the aſſiſtance of metaphyſical argument, 
we 
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a t withdraw our attention from ſome of 
moſt elegant, moſt. uſeful diſquiſitions in the | 
theory of ſcience, But notwithſtanding the levity 
of a frivolous age, I truſt that rea knowledge will 
be ſafe by its ſolidity ; and that the ponderous 
erudition of Ariſtotle will be had in reverence, 
when the fugitive trifles of a modern eſſay, like 
Gallic Balloons, will mount by their lightneſs 
and be loſt in the regions of oblivion.” “ 

For my own part, Into ſuſpect that I do not 
away know what is, or is not metaphyſical ; 
and I am therefore reſolved, never to ſpeak againſt 
it again, till I better underſtand the ſubject: and 
then, perhaps, I ſhall not have any inclination. | 


III. Let us next conſider in hrt manner we 
ſhould attempt to regard the rule of our if emo, Br ww. 
our preſent ſituation. 

Here ĩt is of great conſequence to recollect what 
we really are; fince if we forget it, or deny it, 
if we ſuppoſe ourſelves to be either better or 
worſe, the concluſion muſt affect our behaviour. 


When the ſons of Zebedee requeſted the higheſt 
honours, Jeſus ſaid, Ye know not what ye 


alk. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I ſhall 
drink of, and to be baptized with the baptiſm that 


I am to be baptized with? "I hey fay unto him, we 
are able.” But how ridiculous was this precipitate 
pretenſion?— On another occafion, our Lord 


aſked his diſciples, Which of you, intending 


- 
O ta 
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to build a tower, ſitteth not down firſt, and 


counteth the coſt, whether he hath ſufficient to. 
finiſh it? Leſt haply, after he hath laid the 


foundation, and is not able to finiſh it, all that 
behold it, begin to mock him, ſaying this man 
began to build, and was. not able to finiſh, Or 


what king going to make war againſt another, 


king, ſitteth not down firſt, and conſulteth 
whether he be able with ten thouſand, to meet 


him that cometh againſt him with twenty thou- 
ſand? or elſe, while the other is yet a great way. 
off, he ſendeth bo embaſſage, and deſireth con- 


ditions of peace. 
Every one ſees the good ſenſe which is here 


recommended, and which, in common life, is 


both approved and followed. Why, then, are 
we ſo reluQant to fit down and count the coſt 
when we are going to build for eternity; _ and 
why are we ſo unwilling to requeſt conditions of 
peace by that blood which ſpeaketh better things 
than that of Abel's, that our building may be 
erected ſafely, and fixed upon a foundation which 


ſhall never fail? But, alas! inſtead of being 


taught to give proper attention to the conſequence 
of his diſobedience, by which many were made 
ſinners, and to a& accordingly, we are urged to 
conſider what we ought. to do, and what we 


might do if we would, and to believe, that were 
we thoroughly willing, there is yet ſome hope 


even in * of building « a city and a 


— 


b TEN tower. 
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tower whoſe top may reach unto heaven.“ In 
ſhort, modern extravagance is ſo like antient 
folly, that it may be deſcribed by the ſame terms. 
Of both it may be ſaid, © And this they begin- 
to do; and now nothing can be reſtrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do.” 

Zeal, however great, if it be not according to 
knowledge, is as offenſive to the unerring judge 
as indolence. Iſrael, which followed the law 
of righteouſneſs hath not attained to the law of 
righteouſneſs. Wherefore ? Becauſe they ſought 
it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the 
law: for they ſtumbled at that ſtumbling ſtone; 
as it. is witten, Behold, I lay in Sion a ſtumbling 
ſtone, and rock of offence; but whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him ſhall not be aſhamed.” This 
SEN: though antient, deſerves our beſt atten- 
tion. The zeal of Uzzah, in the reign of David, 
Pn down. vengeance. David, though a pious 
king, was offended at it; but, when better in- 
ſtructed, he ſaid, The Lord our God made a 
breach upon us, for that we ſought him not aſter. 
due onder.” 

Never are we firſt in excellence: never do we 
take the lead in goodneſs. God claims that 

honour to himſelf. To be followers of him is all 
that grace will admit; and to that end er 1 
given. Our ſufficiency is always of God; it 
ſhould be ſo; and he who calls that fact in 
queſtion, or is diſpleaſed With it, will comment 
__ 1 0 with 
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E 
with conſuſſga on the ſacred text, and will 
exhort with erring apprchenſions. 

It is difficult to ſay what form of ſpeech has 
been more miſmanaged than exhortations. By 
them, from the firſt dawning of our underſtand- 
ing, we were taught to think improperly of 
ourſelves; and, indeed, of him in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being. Yes, erroneous 
apprehenſions of our birth, our condition in life, 
and the principles of piety, were formed and 
fixed under what is commonly called religious 
education. Nor can we wonder at it, ſince ſo 
many teachers, of all denominations, ſo frequently 
err in what they are pleaſed to call praQtical re- 
flections and devout improvement.— A reverend 
gentleman, zealous to recommend infant ſprink- 


ling to parental, and to paſtoral attention, informs 
us, that original ſin implies at leaſt a privation of 


ſome moral quality which infants ovght to poſſeſs, 
and therefore argues them the ſubje&s of a moral 


ſtate, and of courſe of moral obligations.” Had 


not Mr. Fuller been a kind of wholeſale dealer in 
_ oughts himſelf, and at this time a little out of 
temper, ſuch language from a pœdo- baptiſt, 
might have made him ſmile. No, 1 am diſ- 
appointed ; for though in- his recent and rapid 
remarks he ſays, A child of ten years old is 


2 not ſuppoſed to be capable of underſtagding fo. 
much as when he becomes 2 man of thirty ;” 


though he owns, © nor is a man obliged to be- 
lieve 
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lieve faſter or ſooner, than he has the means of 
obtaining evidence,“ yet he contends that . both 
the child and the man, are obliged to be of ſuch a 
diſpsſition as ſhall cordially embrace the goſpel 
when, it is revealed, and its meaning comes 
within the reach of their underſtanding.” —In a 
proper place, what Mr. Fuller may mean by 
diſpsfition, (and whether that term denotes a 
leading principle of human action, in the ſenſe 
which he ſeems to ſuppoſe,) will be carefully 
examined, 

But as they who adopt the common method of 
domeſtic inſtruction, may wiſh to know what 
to do were they diſpoſed to lay it aſide, the fol- 
lowing remarks are ſubmitted to their judg- 
ment: viz. that our firſt impreſſions are fre- 
quently deep and laſting ; that it ill becomes us 
to teach without adequate underſtanding, and 
that it is better to be ſilent than to ſpeak at 
random on ſerious ſubjects. That we ſhould 
conſider God is good, and not to be made ſo by 
our acts or diſpoſitions ; that his goodneſs firſt 
affets us, and is the ſource of real religion; 
that the ſcriptures make the only infallible report 
to us of his favour, and that in all our moral in- 


ſtructions a deviation from the ſenſe of ſcripture 


is injurious. This however, might be made fami- 


lar: and parents for the inſtruction of their chil- 


dren, would be well employed in communicating 


the ſenſe of ſcripture in that eaſy, engaging 
ſtyle, 
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ſtyle, in which they ſo frequently excel. But I 
am not able, in detail, to direct them how to 
diſcharge their duty. Yet I beg leave in general, {1 
to recommend to their attention the animating | 1 | 
and humbling ſentiments of the hundred pſalm. } 
It is a prophecy of that mercy which has long 
ſince been extended to the Gentiles ; and, of the 
effects of that favour. The three laſt verſes of that 
noble pſalm run thus ; «« Know ye that the Lord, 
he is God; it is he that hath made us, and not 
we ourſelves; we are his people, and the ſheep 
of his paſture. Enter into his gates with thankf- 
giving, and into his courts with praiſe, be thank- 
ful unto him, and bleſs his name. For the 
Lord is good; his mercy is PENG and his 
truth endureth to all generations.” 
It is time we ſhould conſider how far we ; have 
advanced, leſt by going round about, (ſometimes , 
to pluck up a weed, and ſometimes in queſt of 
ſomething better,) we ſhould loſe our way, or 
forget at leaſt, how far we have travelled, We 
have ſhown, then, that the preceptive will of 
God is the rule of. our duty, that ſatisfaction with 
this rule as good, is the leading motive of appro- 
ved obedience, and that the manner in which we 
ſhould endeavour to regard it, is, in every inſtance, 
to act, not as independents, but as creatures who 
neither - can, nor ſhould accompliſh any thing 
without divine concurrence.. We therefore, 
conclude, that a era idea of our duty may be 
| _ © thus 


I 
4 

th 
N 
ba 
i 


ps 


o 
” — . 
2 2 RTE. 4 


6 - * — w - 7 3b 2 
25 —_— — 1 1 — . r * 7 
3 * a 1:4 x 4 — — = 2 * — 2 8 r — - 8 & &—— 
ws —— ones pres —-„V—Tn: —_ Ce. . N — who Pann — wo * 5 * * x; — 
— rermingees 2 r 51 — 2 bs 2 0 — EX" - 
— 4 — 4 — — 5 * 8 


EEE 

0 1% 
—— ̃ — 
_ um — 


2 - — _ 
2 $ 
— S 
Fo 4 ———— — 
* par | tier — . 
- — 3 22 


*— 


1 — 


HE 
5 


* 
rr — 
. — — — 

3 — 2 


* * 
* 


— 


* 2 . d. Cat» *%, 3 — —ͤ—e 
— 2 n = —— 
r 


IA 


— 
SET 


FRE 
* 
i 
Wh 
by: 
* 


een 


2 . 


* — 
W 
* — —— — 


& A 


3 T2 N — 
> D 
_ 8 _ 1 2 0 . 
——— e ks ET 8 9 — _ 
8; F * r re we PET IIEY . — — — . 3 — — 
— * 2 * 2 Ten re . — N OE "x #5. Sp oy 2 1 NN we 43 2 Li» It (MES > Ras Te > = 2 . — — * — r — 
. — 8 * Y > - j & 4 1. Oey 5 3 a7 os . £ Le 0,9 > — x 2 — — 
> oſs ” 4” __ AS — 2 — — 0 2 > IMS * >, HINT a ce IF . * — a 
. N * r Tr r 22 ein; (nr Fas i +4 0 * 8 1 * : r 1 3 . 
— - - — . EEE *. 2 I i pee 33 2 : 4 TS - — - as £ r 
— e 2 * - D r IS — 4 7 —— 5 
0 a 1 0 «a hoy; ae S p X N 
* * — BY 2 
8 4 am Ss" 9 oo — — 6 ——— 5 
2 


1 I. _ — — ave 2 
Gy * =, r 1 * 0 — — 2 

** r 8 « 5 r re AT RENT A 7 

— ——— — - . gs BE 

- vo ——— ee ran rower. ty — ry — 22. BY — 4 
9 w * > 
— 
* 


(=) 


thus expreſſed : It is always our duty to ſtrive 5 


lawful means to know what is the will of God con- 


cerning us; and as we obtain that knowledge, to 


regard 1 it ſtrictly, with religious reverence: He who 
is not thus employed is ſelf- condemned; and he 


who is thus occupied, may be conſcious that no 


higher ſphere of action can be the lot of humanity. 


More than this my opponents never attempt to. 


do: nay, Mr. Fuller himſelf has acknowledged, 


the whole of what he- pleads for is included in 
the word endeavour. | 


In the preceding pages it will be obſerved, 


that moral and religious ideas and actions, are 


united. This was deſigned; and if any man 
can keep them perfectly diſtinct, to anſwer any 


good end, he will do more than has been yet 


effected. Antient and modern philoſophers have 


made the attempt, but to which of them ſhall we 


turn? The beſt have been conſulted with diſap- 
pointment. In attempting to divorce morality 


from religion, They have dealt deceitfully as 


a brook ; and as the ſtreams of brooks they paſs 
away. They who looked and waited for them, 


were confounded, becauſe they had hoped; they 


came thither and were. aſhamed.” Of this fact, 
they who need conviction may obtain it, by 


reading The Light of Nature Purſued, by Edward 


Search, Eſq. in which they will 'find the beſt 
ſentiments of Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Ariſ- 


totle, 1 other antient philoſophers, together 
with 


light becomes tremendous; becauſe it diſcovers - 
| horrid proſpects, regions where the wanderer 


ſtatutes; teach me thy judgments; teach me to 


{ 93.) 
with the ſentiments of Locke and Hartley, and 
©ther modern philoſophers, on moral and meta- 
Phyſical ſubjects. Who is able to purſue the 
light of Nature much farther than that penetra- 
ting authour? Yet, when it is divorced from re- 
velation, as he has ſhewn, it leads. a fallen crea- 
ture to deſpair. The purſuer, like him who 
ventures too near the north pole, advances till - 


can never ſettle, and leaves him without a 
ray of hope that by ſtill purſuing, he Le ever 
reach to milder ſkies. _ 

This ſection ſhall be concluded wth the fol- 
Jowing remarks: 

I. If it be admitted that the preceptive 0 
of God is the rule of moral and religious 
action, yet what that rule directs to in every 
thing, is not knowable by any man. Who can 

underſtand his errors?” Who is he, _ what, 
that need not ſay to the Almighty, „ That 
which I ſee not, teach thou me? Teach me - 


thy paths; teach me thy way; teach me thy 


do thy will; ſhew me wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me?” Where does that man dwell, who 
mult not confeſs he knows but in part,“ he 
ſees but through a glaſs darkly ;” and that” he 
knows not perfectly what he is, or what he ſhall 
deZ—If this be allowed, it follows, that we are 
fallen 


3 


= 
—— 
N 


„ rer — 
. = 
— 


2 


_ I — oa" 


＋ 
. 
= 
4 
4 
4 
2 
7 
ad 
d 
i 
Ng 
e 
* 4 
Wy 
— 


4406 
K 
8 
* 4 Th 
- 3 
1.48 
it * 
F . 
995 
11% 
13 
; 


* — * 5 8 a 
_— B A 
wn, We 8 een * * WC IVES _ 0 _ 
"T1 4 3 hn — — 4 'P 7 wi buy r es 2 4 > my ne l <_—_ tO 4 - 
TTY ++ IT — — 0 R — . rn a. bj — * 9 
n 8 KG Se F n Zr 
* 2 ern 1 ag FLSA 1 e 5 — 0 1 OD r — — . 2 Pos D * * W a - — * 
> 9 n — E 2 r r 2 — — — as a CERERY 8 . 2 Cone - — - 
* * in N E * <Y „ AS & KA 46- - þ — * + "2 by - — — 7. — _ —— ws, 
_— « * £ od _ x - - - _ 2 — * FOILS TIME = "= z 2 — — 2 * 
” —T - — bs nm —— 
. — => 


tf - - . 
*** ws = 
— N Fa woes, . 
* RY 
. 


— 2 . r 1 
I Ce Fn EE EIS — 
Ss 3 
N „r 5 z . G 


. — —— 
_— 4 thy 1 
OI 


Ch. 2 oh 
TEES 

25 

2 


if. 
wy 


Bo ͤ > 
fallen creatures; that juſtification. by. our own. 
obedience is impoſlible ; that to be proud of our 
ſanctification is intolerable, and that forgiveneſs 
with God is the only ſource of human hope, 
and the true Principle of moral and religious 


action. 


II. Though the rule of moral _ — 


: action i is not ſo thoroughly known, by a fallen 


creature, that, at any period of his life, his 
knowledge of that rule, as applied to the whole of 
his own conduct, is infallible; yet our labour 


is not in vain in the Lord. He that ſaid, 


« Occupy till I come;” likewiſe ſaid of the 
flothful ſervant, « Take from him the pound, and 


give it to him who hath ten pounds. For, I ſay 


unto you, That unto every one Which hath, 
[occupied,] ſhall be given: and from him that 


hath not, [occupied,] even that he hath, [in 


* 


poſſeſſion, ] ſhall be taken away from him.“ 
III. To make what is commonly called the 
moral law, the only rule of religious action, in the 
manner that ſome do, is inaccurate, and it is per- 


plexing to the minds of men. It ſeems much 
more proper to ſay, that the preceptive will of 


God is the rule of ſuch action. But it is ſaid, 
all law is derived from, and contained in the 


moral law; ; and that the whole decalogue, is con- 


tained in two precepts ; namely, love to God and 


man. But what that law may contain is one 


thing. and what \ we on; earn from it alone, is 
3 | 85 angother 


„ 


another. All tis” is of God. Hei is the foun- 
tain of i it, and both our lawgiver and our judge. 


He gave his antient people different laws by 
Moſes : ſpeaking at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners. Nor would it become us 
at all to ſay, that the ſecond law was a mere 
expoſition of the firſt, or / that the third, was 
nothing more than an explanation. of the ſecond. 
Let any man who has read with care the twen- 
tieth chapter of Exodus, read with equal care 

<irſt and twenty-ſecond, and, if he 
has leiſure, let him read alfo the whole book of 
Deutronomy, and ſeriouſly conſider, whether he 
ſhould ever thought of ſo expounding the ten 
commandments. To which of the ten, for 
inſtance, would 5 reduce theſe words? „ If a 


birds neſt be before thee in the way in any tree, 


or on the ground, whether they be young ones or 
eggs, thou ſhalt not take the dam with the young: 
but thou ſhalt in any wiſe let the dam go, an 


take the young to thee; that it may be well with 


' thee, and that thou mayeſt prolong thy days.” — 


0 When thou ſhalt vow a vow unto the Lord - 
thy God, thou ſhalt not ſlack to pay it: for the 
Lord thy God will ſurely require it of thee ; and 
But if thou ſhall for- 


it would be fin in thee. 
bear to vow, it ſhall be no ſin in thee,” 

Who i is ſo ſkilled in the art of reduction as to 
| bring back theſe. precepts with preciſion, and 


many more which might be mentioned, to any - 
: i, --., a © 
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„ — 
one of che ten commandments: nay, why ſhould 


we be perplexed 1 with ſuch a propoſition ? The 


* preceptive will of God, in its true and rela- 


tive meaning, is law whereſoever it may be 
found, and that f is enough for them who wiſh to 
be obedient. | 


It will perhaps, be ſaid, we are not now at 


Mount Sinai. This, with gratitude, is admitted. 
But if we are not there, why are we ever treated 


worſe than if we were? The law was then 


- 


given after the paſſover had been ſlain and receiv- 


ed, after the people had been delivered from the 


houſe of bondage, and was given alſo by a medi- 


ator: but now, we too frequently hear the 


moral law ſo ſtated, and ſo urged, that what 


Paul ſaid of ſome jewiſh zealots, is much more 
applicable to certain modern expoſitors than a 
benevolent mind could wiſh. The words alluded 
to are theſe; *«* Deſiring to be teachers of the 5 
law, underſtanding neither what they wh nor 


whereof they affirm.“ 


Wen the moral law is ſaid to be the only 
rule of life, the meaning muſt be, it is ſo, as 
: expounded by ſome Commentator, or without 


ſuch expolition. If without the aid of an 
expoſitor, then, every man's unaſſiſted apprehen- 
ſion of that law muſt be, to himſelf, his rule of 
life ; and if fo, he muſt either endeavour to fol- 
low the letter of that law, or to purſue what he 
cenjectures it may virtually contain. To contend 


. rigidly 


( 2 }- 
rigidly for the letter of the law, would: be ſeverely 
to. cenſure thoſe who have attempted to expound | 
the ten commandments ; and it would be applaud- 
ing thoſe tranſgreſſors which St. Paul * reproved : 
but it would ill become thoſe perſons to do this 
who think it right to give up the jewiſh ſabbath, 
and to keep what is properly called, the Lord's 
day. On the other hand, to contend for what 
the law is ſuppoſed virtually to contain, this, 
will certainly introduce expoſitions; which, we 


know, ' muſt be the work of expoſitors: that is to 


fay, of men of like paſſions with ourſelves. But 
which amongſt them are we to follow? 
and Cleaver? - Mr. John Weſley, or Doctor 
Gill? The authours who are quoted in Pool's 


Synopſi s, or thoſe which are mentioned- in the 


Critica Satra? Or are we to aſcend into the 
higher regions of antiquity, or to deſcend to the 
hackneyed and tritical remarks of yeſterday. 


Will it be objeQed, that a deiſt might mul- 


tiply ſuch queſtions? It is allowed he mite : 
but certainly not to anſwer the ſame end. For 
the object now in view, is to make it evident, 
that © Sin is any want of conformity unto, or 
tranſgreſſion of any. law of God, given as a rule 
to the reaſonable creature; The aſſembiy of 
divines, formerly meeting at Weſtminſter, gave 
us that definition of fin which has now been 
B 2 | quoted; 
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quoted; and it was worthy of them but to 1 
infer from it, that it 1s our duty to be holy with- 
out divine concurrence, and previous to ſuch, 
aſſiſtance, ſeems to be an inference propt - up 


wich pious pretences, and to be as illuſive as it 
is anti-evangelical. 


IV. If it be both inaccurate and oetglexinig 


to make the moral law the only rule of life, it is 


yet more perplexing, and dangerous too, to 


- preach it chiefly, or as if the goſpel was ſubſer-. 


vient to that law; when in truth, all law, ſince 
the fall of Adam, is made ſubſervient to the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. We are plainly told, the 
% law was added, becauſe of tranſgreſſions, till 
the ſeed ſhould come to whom the promiſe was 
made ;” and that it was ordained by angels, 
in the hand of a mediator.” We are alſo 
informed, even by Moſes, that the law given to 
Iſrael at Sinai was for them; which the deca- 
logue, abſtractedly conſidered, could not poſſibly 
be: ſince by that view of it, the offence abound- 
ed, and the people could not endure what was: 
commanded ; and fo terrible was the ſight, when 
that law was given, that Moſes ſaid, I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake.” —Morover, it may 


be obſerved, that Moſes frequently ſpeaks of 


the body of the divine laws publiſhed by 
him, (which were not to be divorced and rent 
aſunder 


„„ 
aſunder,) as Cloſely connected with the delive- 
rance of Iſrael from Egypt; and, as a Jody of 
laws, peculiar to themſelves. So we are taught 
by the following declarations: «© And God 
ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, I am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought thee out, of the land 
of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. Thou 
ſhalt have no other gods before me.”— Thon 
' ſhalt remember that thou waſt a bondman in | 
Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed thee 1 
thence : therefore, I command thee to do this 7 1 
thing.” At the cloſe of the book of Leviticus | | 
we read, © Theſe are the ſtatutes and judg- l 
ments and laws, which the Lord made between Fi. 
him and the children of Iſrael ia mount Sinai by 1 
the hand of Moſes: and in the laſt verſe of 1 
that book it is ſaid, Theſe are the command- i 1 
ments which the Lord commanded Moſes for 1 
the children of Iſrael, in mount Sinai:“ and 
long after his days, David made this grateful ac- « | 
knowledgement, He hath ſhewed his word Wi 
unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and his Judgments unto 1 
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Iſrael, He hath not dealt fo with any nation; 1 
| _! 
and as for his judgments they have not known 1 

them. Praiſe ye the Lord.“ Wk: 

*$\ 14 


Should any perſon, on reading this, exclaim, 1 

* So, then, unleſs we are redeemed, we are 1 
not, it ſeems under the moral law!” ſuch an 1 
exclamation would be immature: becauſe what 
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(30 } 
has been ſaid tends only to prove, that no man, 
ſince what is commonly called the fall, was 
ever under the law abſtractedly conſidered by 
any external diſpenſation of divine government; 
though perhaps many have in the diſpofitions 
of their own heart. God will be known to 
fallen creatures as the God of grace: and every 
thing from him, however it may be perverted by 


us, is ſubſervient to that idea. But then, he 


„will be gracious to whom he will be gracious, 
and wh ſhew mercy to whom he will ſhew 
mercy.” Though the jews were a peculiar peo- 


Þ-; yet God left not himfelf without witneſs 


of his compaſſion and kindneſs in any nation. 
As ſor us, now in Great Britain, ſurely, he muſt 


be very inattentive to the nature and number of 


our mercies, or very unthankful for them, who 


does not think it more eligible to live in this 
country than to have lived in the waſte howling 
wilderneſs with Moſes,” or to have lived at Jeru- 


ſalem in any period of the legal diſpenſation. 

But whereſoever we live in this world, it is 
certain the law is made by the Lawgiver him- 
ſelf, ſubſervient to the goſpel. All ef us indeed, 


deſerve to die as tranſgreſſors; for continued tranf- 


greſſion, daily committed, there is no excule ; 
nevertheleſs, for diſobedience there is no reme- 
dy, and over corruption there is no victory, but 
by. faith in Jeſus ria Salvation is of faith 
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that it might be by grace, that the promiſe might - 
be fure to all the ſeed : we cannot therefore, 
but *conclude, that every attempt to make men 

moral or holy, without any hope of ſalvation, 
or to give them any hope of that, without being 
religious, or of being religious, without believing 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or of being believers 
in him unto ſalvation, without diſtinguiſhing i 

- grace, is an attempt which is at once llicit, im- 4 

potent and in vain. 1 1 
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Leading Articles of religious Obligation. 
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As this treatiſe is written to promote that 


piety which is poſlible to be performed, the 
principles on which it reſts, and the union which 
is here formed between moral and religious 
action, always keeps that end in view. 


In practical piety, there muſt not only be a 


rule of action, and motives to regard it, but 


thoſe means, and thoſe ſuccours alſo, which may 
lead the believer to prefer the preceptive will of 
God concerning him to every other rule of life. 
Nothing is poſſible to us, in the whole extent of 


duty, without divine concurrence: therefore, in 


every thing which can be ſo called, it becomes 


every man that would be obedient to ſay, this 


will I do, provided the Lord 1s us to grant 
me his aſſiſtance. 

When Caleb aſked for his inheritance, then 
in the hands of the Anakims, he faid to Joſhua, 

If fo be the Lord will be wita me, then 
ſhall 1 be able to drive them out, as the Lord 
hath ſaid.” Joſhua well underſtood this hypothe- 
tical aſſertion ; for, in all his conqueſts, he obtained 
victory 


bh 


{ WW. 7 
victory on that belief. He went forth to ſubdue 


the land of Canaan with this promiſe: There 
ſhall not any man be able to ſtand before thee 


all the days of thy life: as I was with Moſes, 
ſo will I be with thee : I will not fail thee, nor 
forſake thee : Be ſtrong, and of good courage.” 
As he went forth, ſo he finiſhed his courſe ; for 
when that ſervant of the Lord drew near his 


death, thus he took his leave of Iſrael: The 


Lord hath driven out from before you great na- 
tions and ſtrong :—take good heed therefore unto 
yourſelves, that ye love the Lord your God.“ 
The inſpired writers were very careful to 
keep up theſe animating and humbling. ideas. 
Moſes ſaid, Hear, O Iſrael: Thou art to 
paſs over Jordan this day, to go in to poſſeſs 
nations greater and mightier than thyſelf; cities 


great and fenced up to heaven; a people great 


and tall, the children of the Anakims, whom 
thou knoweſt, and of whom thou haſt heard ſay, 
Who can ſtand before the children of Anak! 
Underſtand therefore this day, that the Lord 
thy God is he which goeth over before thee, as 
a conſuming fire: he ſhall utterly deſtroy them, 
and he ſhall bring them down before thy face: 
fo ſhalt thou drive them out and deſtroy them 
quickly, as the Lord thy God hath ſaid unto thee.” 
And thus it was that Iſrael actually obtained 
the promiſed poſſeſſion: 
devoutly acknowledged, ) they got not the land in 


3 poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſ ion by their own ſword, neither did 1 8 
-own arm ſave them.“ 
Theſe important u are ks over- 
looked by ſome, in favour of a diſtinction too 


K highly valued, and too little underſtood. You - 
do not, ſay our opponents, diſtinguiſh between 


natural and moral ability. We reply, you do 


not ſufficiently conſider the cloſe connection 
which ſubſiſts between the Iimitted and dependent 
powers of man; nor do you always recolle& 


how you are diſpoſed, on certain occaſions, to 
repreſent che total inability of fallen creatures. 
15 Permit us, for a moment, to aſk, whether 
our inviſible enemies are, in no reſpect, greater 
and mightier than we? If they are, favour us 
with a ſolution of this queſtion, How are we, in 
our own ſtrength, to be victorious? It is faid 
? indeed, . Refiſt the Devil, and he will flee from 
you.” But from whom does Satan flee? The 
graceleſs and the proud? No; but from the 
humble, to whom God is pteaſed to give © more 
| grace”: and he flees from them, not merely 
becauſe they reſiſt him, but becauſe the Lord is 
pleaſed to rebuke their adverſary. If Satan flees 
from a polluted worm, it is becauſe the Almighty 
has ſaid “ Fear thou not, for J am with thee: 
be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I wit 
ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will 
uphold thee, with the right hand of my righte- 


ouſneſs. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye 
: EDS men 


. 


by - 
# V. 
5 * N Ry N 5 ; ' * — 
A F 
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men of Iſrael: I will help thee, ſaith the Lord, 


and thy redeemer, the holy one of Ifrael.“ 

To ſhew that no action of ours is leſs laudable 
when we are animated by ſuch promiſes, and 
Walk by faith, (being ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might ) is a taſk that no man 
of ability need bluſh to undertake. But ſuch 
diſquiſitions, were we able to purſue them, muſt, 
at preſent, be declined. Having believed, we 


of our creed will bear the crucible of critical 
inſpection. But the leading articles of religious 
obligation are now to be conſidered. To know 
what they are, depends on a queſtion ſeldom 


agitated in the ſchools, and but rarely purſued, 


even in che pulpit. What is the religion "of a 
finful creature? is the important queſtion.. For, 
if „ by nature we are the children of wrath, 
even as others;” if, though partakers of grace, 
we are yet in ſuch a ſituation as ever to have 
reaſon to ſay, Forgive us our debts,” (which 


is on both ſides admitted,) it follows, we are ſo 


„ ſhut up,” that unleſs we may be religious: 
while „ encompaſſed about with. infirmities, 
there is no poſſibility of our being 9 in 
« this preſent evil world.” | 

The abſolute dependance of a creature on God 
is the root of all religion.. For, as a creature 
cannot have any thing but what he has from his 


Maker and Preſerver; as he cannot ever act without 
B 6 him. 
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that manner which God is 
rect) ſhould be devoted to him. The firſt 
wiſh of a creature to act independently of his 


. 16 1 
him, it follows, all that ſuch a being has, (in 
s pleaſed to di- 


Maker, was miſchievous madneſs; and every 


wiſh of ours to be completely independent, is 
of the ſame complexion. That which leads to 
ſuch a wiſh, may be conſidered as the protan 


Pſeudos of error in religion. We yet „ err, not 


knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God.” 


Of the religion of innocence we know nothing 
by experience; nor can we expect we ever ſhall: 


for in heaven, the ranſomed of the Lord will 


ſay, © Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 


from our ſins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and prieſts unto God, and his father; 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 


Amen.” As therefore, our religion muſt ever 


be the religion of them who forget not they 


have ſinned, nor by whom they are redeemed.; 
and as our religion, at preſent, if we have any, 


muſt be conſtantly connected with confeſſion of 


fin, and hope of forgiveneſs with God, the 
queſtion that has been propoſed, is, to us, a 
queſtion of conſiderable importance. Let us 
be thankful, we may aſk it without being too 


much dejected: For though, the law entered 


that the offence might abound, yet,” we axe 


- aſſured, ** where ſin abounded, grace did much 
4 there abound. “ f 


ben 5 


CT WI 
When the nature and the conſequences of our 
fall are properly conſidered, we are compelled 
to conclude, that a ſinful creature can have no 
religion which yields him ſatisfaction without 
the hope of ſalvation; and we are certain, with- 
out a Saviour,” he can have no fuch hope; but 
muſt either languiſh in deſpair, or endeayour to 
content himſelf with ſomething that is deluſive. 
This concluſion is affecting; but that which 
affects us, we ſurvey with deep attention. We 
conſider whether the affecting object be defirable 
and poſſible to be obtained. If it ſeem to us 
deſirable, but at the ſame time, abſolutely out 
of our reach, we are. driven to : deſpair: but 
if it appears to us poſſible to be enjoyed, that 
view of the agreeable object produces hope; and 
hope animates to that action which it alone 


excites : for every diſtinct affection of the mind 


has its proper and peculiar. force on our active 
powers. As we cannot however obtain any 
thing without the uſe of means, we next con- 
ſider haw that object on which our mind is fixed 
may be obtained; whether by any independent 
efforts of our own, or only by the favour of 
another. If it can be obtained only by the favour 


of another perſon, the queſtion then is, whether 


we are diſpoſed to be ſupplicants for his aſſiſtance, 
and are willing to ſubmit to the conſequences of 


ingenuous, and, if the caſe require it, of repea- 
ted ſolicitation, If we are not, the object 
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deſired, was only deſired on condition it might 5 
de obtained by ſome other way than this; it 


therefore, keeps its diſtance from us; but when 
the only way in which we can ſucceed meets with 


our cordial approbation, we may be confident that. 


way will be inſtantly regarded, and ſurrounding 

obſtructions will, if it be poſſible, overcome. 
Now, if ſalvation is, in truth, our object, 

and we perceive that with man it is impoſ- 


Nble,” and are perſuaded, © with God all things 
are poſſible, then the nature of ſalvation, the 
manner in which it is to be enjoyed, and the 


end and evidence of ſuch felicity, will occupy our 
moſt ſerious meditations. Many who have been 
thus occupied have been thoroughly convinced, 
that the ſtone which was ſet at nought by the 
jewiſh builders, is become the head of the corner; 
that neither is there ſalvation in any other; and: 


that ſalvation is not to be enjoyed, even in Jeſus 


Chriſt, but by the energy and grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Without him no man can call Jeſus. 


Lord; without him, believers themſelves cannot 


mortiſy one corruption. 25 

Of theſe ſentiments is the writer of theſe 
pages; and on theſe principles, which appear to b 
him both certain and ſafe, he ventures to ſay, 
that the leading articles of religious obligation 
are, Attention to the word of God and prayer, 
with our belt efforts to poſſeſs and keep a ſingle 
eye, and to n that path to which it may 
direct 


But where can we ſo foon, or ſo well, expect to 


ſity of prayer. But when theſe duties are united, 9 


(E” 5 „ 
direct us; and, to do this in che hole courſe of 
our religious conduct, without turning aſide 
either to the right hand, or to the left. 
It has been proved, that the preceptive will of 
God is the rule of moral and of religious action. 


diſcover what is his will concerning us, as in his 
word? Not to ſay how much muſt ever be 
unknown without it. To that therefore, our 
attention muſt be turned, if we mean to be | 
religious. Yet that very word informs us, we h id 
are not only called upon to ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, but alſo to «« lift up our voice for under- | 
ſtanding.” It affures us, the inſpiration. of 

the Almighty giveth underſtanding ;” that he hath 

„ ſhewed us what is good, and that he alone 1 
putteth wiſdom in the inward parts.“ If ſo, bl: 1 
not any attention of ours to that which God hath, 1 
ſhewed us in his word, can ſuperſede the neceſ- if F 
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all our diligence and devotion muſt be diſgraced, i 
unleſs we poſſefs a ſingle eye; and that would 198 
be imparted to a poor purpoſe, if we did not 1 
attempt to purſue that path to which it leads us. 
That path, the whole of things conſidered, is 
always beſt; but if it be, to turn aſide from it, 
mult be without excuſe. - "aq ' 

What the leading articles of religious obliga- 
tion are, in our opinion, and why they are ſo 
called, has now been . told. But if the 

reader * 
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reader prefers a different arrangement, or wiſhes 


to multiply the number of theſe articles, he is 


welcome; ſhould he however, ſuſpect from any 
thing which he may meet with in theſe Thoughts 
on the Duty of Man, that he who wrote them 
imagines any want of conformity to the will of 
God is innocent, or harmleſs, he may be aſſured 


ſuch ſuſpicion is, in truth, as groundleſs as his 
heart could wiſh, The negative idea of our not 


being holy, with the blame and miſery attending 
it, without the leaſt exception, is- neither oppo- 


fed, found fault with, or extenuated, in this 


performance: but the inference, that therefore, 


we ought, being ſinful, to be holy, by ſome act 


of ours, previous to any gracious operation of 


the Almighty, this poſitive idea is thought to be 
both prepoſterous and pernicious; and as lach, 
it is here attempted to be overthrown. 

To guard, with additional care, againſt miſ- 


apprehenſion, let us diſtinctly re-conſider what 


has been called the leading articles of religious 
obligation, in that order 1n which they have 


ſheen pr introduced. 


I. Attention to the word of Ged. 


That there is a book called the bible, that it 
contains a narrative of many things of very 
great importance to us, not knowable by any 
other medium; that: it is directed to the ſons = 
— =. 
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men ; that thoſe men who have been moſt 
rational, have, in all ages, admitted that the 
bible contains thoſe precepts and thoſe promiſes, 
. which are truly divine, every man of good ſenſe, 
who is tolerably impartial, muſt acknowledge. 
On the contrary, who can diſprove the credibility 
of that revelation, . or prove it has not been a 
bleſſing to every believer? With ſuch views of 
the bible, every man who has them is obliged to 
treat it with reverence. —BPut theſe views may 
vary, or they may not exiſt. It may be ſo; yet 
. every view of this object, or of any other, and 
indeed the want of diſcernment as well as the 
power of perception, has its own cauſe, and it 
has alſo its own conſequence: he who weighs 
this fact with (kill, will derive no excuſe from it 
to gratify a triflng temper, or to ne a ſenſual 
diſpaßtigag. 
When, however, the bible is 1 with reve- 
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preſerved ? But, while he thus reads, and thus 
ks refleQs : 


E 


188 
' rence, he who fo reads it, either fears he is i || 
yet deſtitute of the grace of God, or he thinks bl 
he is poſſeſſed of ſuch favour, or he is doubtful - 1 
What is his real ſituation. If he is doubtful, he Fil! 
| ſhould conſider that many are left without any | | |; 
doubt of their being deſtitute of diſtinguiſhing 1 
grace. If he concludes he is poſſeſſed of nothing bil q: 
more. than a moderate ſhare of rationality, ſtill, 11 
how valuable is that gift! how many have it not! 1 
and, by whoſe power was it imparted, and is it yet f | 0 
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(42) 
reflects, if the bible informs him of a ſupernatural 


power, and affures him that the falvation of a 
ſinner can not be enjoyed without it; if his bible 
alſo informs him, that this power is freely 


extended to men of every deſcription, * without 
money, and without price,” would there be any 


reafon why he ſhould be offended with tu 
declarations ? 


After all, ſince our beſt attention to the 3 


of God is never carried by us, beyond our efforts 


to underſtand it, and to ſubmit to its injunctions; 


{which endeavours God crowns with ſucceſs, or 


withholds that bleſſing from us, as it ſeems good 


in his ſight ;) fince this is that fact which every 


ſober man admits, how raſh would it be to read 


the word of God without prayer? but who date 
pray for promiſed aſſiſtance, that does not endea- 


vour to read both the law and the goſpel with 
reverence, with circumſpection, and with a wiſh 


to derive advantage? We ſee, then, that theſe two 
duties are inſeparably connected. Having conſi- 


dered the firſt, let us now glance at the ſecond. 


II. Attention to | proger, 


Prayer, from the . paragraph, ſeems 
to be eſſential to our edification. Where can be 
the wonder? Every creature is neceſſarily, and 5 
always, dependent: for he who is now a crea- 
8 1 onee was not, His OT being is entirely 

| owing 


„ 
owing to the will of him that formed him; and 


his firſt appearance in life, his condition in it, 


and his continued preſervation, are, every mo- 
ment, ſuſpended on his Maker's pleaſure. This is 
the ſtate of every creature without exception; but 
in this world, the whole hoſt of creatures are not 
only dependent on the Almighty, but in a ſtate 
of perpetual dependence on each other. We ſee 
no kind of inhabitants in this world ſuperiour 
to ourſelves; but on what do we walk, or feed? 
In what medium do we ſee, or breathe?” On 


vrhat materials do we labour, and how many are 


they who muſt labour daily to ſupport us? Can 
any man aſk theſe queſtions and be inſenſible of 
his ſituation as he is a creature? Can any man 
be wholly ignorant of his additional ground for 
being ſubje& to God who owns himſelf to be 
a ſinful creature? Who can unite theſe ideas 
and not confeſs the propriety of ſaying to the 


Almighty, * be merciſul to me a * 


N ner 4”, 
Prayer is ande on a ſenſe of our n 


and on belief of the grace of God to ſupply 


them. Why ſhould that man pray, * if ſuch a 
man there be, who is not ſenſible of any want, 
or - who concludes he is ſo ſufficient for himſelf 
as not to need divine aſſiſtance? If, on the con- 
trary, any man perceives he Wants that goed which, 


he is utterly unable to procure, or to deſerve, 


he 18 oe aſk it of God: Provided he is 


willing 
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willing to ſeek it entirely as a favour, which 


God may withhold without injuſtice, and 


which if he beſtows, the ſupplicant is not to 
conſume upon his luſts. Nobody can poſſi- 
bly pray for that which, in his own opinion, is 
not in ſome reſpect good, but to that which is 
good, a tranſgreſſor can have no claim: he 


therefore, that prays for intellectual, or for 


ſpiritual good, prays for that which it is neither 
poſſible, nor proper, he l be able to <anfer 
upon himſelf, 


The importance of prayer, in the ee 


of the apoſtles, may be collected from their con- 
duct on the choice of deacons. For when they 
were firſt choſen in Jeruſalem, they ſaid, . look 
ye out among you, ſeven men of honeſt report, 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom, whom we 
may appoint over this buſineſs. But we will 
give ourſelves continually to prayer, and to the 
miniſtry of the word.” From this reſolution we 


may infer, that they conſidered the word which 


they were to miniſter, as the baſis of their pro- 
feſſion. On it they meditated, and to the facred 
text they gave themſelves up, vithout reſerve, 
that their [profiting might appear to all. But 


conſcious of human imperfection, and fully per- 


ſuaded that all their ſufficiency was of God, 
they not only read the old teſtament with cau- 
tion, and conſidered its ſcope with circumſpec- 


___ and in what manner the goſpel might be 
: . 


5 
% 


(. 45 ) mM 
-preached with propriety, but continued inſtant | i. 
in prayer, that they might be found able mini- = 
ſters of the goſpel, workmen | not nn. to be 1 
aſhamed. WET | 1 
It is true, we are not t apoſtles,. nor too much 1 
like them; but if they acted in this manner, 9 1 
though the firſt-rate miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
can any man think himſelf exempted from ſuch „ 
circumſpection and from ſuch devotion, who kt | 
wiſhes to enjoy their comments on the old teſta- | {| | | 
ment, or who wiſhes to be edified by their teſti- 9 
mony in the new? Surely, that book which con- | 1 
tains the whole of every thing which is peculiar Wh 
to chriſtianity, ſhould be carefully conſulted by | 1 
every man who wiſhes to be a chriſtian; and, it Mit 
in that book he ſhould be told that what is there 1 
revealed cannot properly be enjoyed at any time, 1 
unleſs © the Lord gives us an heart to perceive, Wl 
and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear,” the conſequence 1 g 
is, he that would properly enjoy the goſpel, muſt * I 
either pray to the Almighty for underſtanding, or, . WH i 
if his word be the word of ruth, he muſt periſh | 1 
in his folly. Wet 
But notwitſtanding theſe facts, all our atm js i 
to pray muſt be in that order which our faculties 1 j 
and the nature of things will admit. For if any 9 | 
man does not perceive his want of wiſdom, or is Ul j | 
not» perſuaded that God giveth to all men i ' 
liberally, and upraideth not,” how ſhall he avail ll | 
himſelf of ſuch a privilege? Our next obligation is, 9 | 
) EL III. 1 
f N 
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(4) 
III. An attempt to poſſeſs and to Projerve what 
our Lord himſelf has called a ſingle eye. © 
"He' ſaid, * The light of the body is the eye.” 
He has alſo ſaid, If therefore thine eye be 
ſingle, thy whole body ſhall be full of light.” — | 
Mr. Balguy has propetly obſerved, that “ the 
moſt natural ſignification of a fingle eye, in re- 
lation to the mind, ſeems to be that purity, in- 
tegrity, and ſimplicity of judgment, whieh con- 
ſiſts in being directed and governed ſolely by evi- 
dence;” [fuch, however, as the nature of the 
ſubje& will admit,] “ without regard had to any 
other conſideration. The ſight of the mind is 
then properly fingle and undivided, when in the 
view of any caſe, or the examination of any 
queſtion, it looks at nothing but evidence, and 
Judges accordingly ; without being influenced by 
any other regards or motives whatever.—On the 
contrary, an evil eye, is an eye diſtempered, diſ- 
torted, and depraved; and when ſpoken of the 
mind, denotes an underſtanding clouded with 
prejudices, and a judgment difturbed and diſ- 
ordered by ſiniſter views, and irregular influences.“ 
From this explanation of a Angle eye, Mr. Balguy 
has inferred, If reaſon or underſtanding, which 
is the eye of the mind, and the light of the ſoul, 
be vitiated by prejudices, and blinded by par- 
tiality 3” ¶ as he might have added is the condition 
of all men not ae N ro: ſuch corruption; 
81 | Wy ene 


L 7 } 


the conſequence is nat only darkneſs inſtead of 


light, but darkneſs to a high degree; ſuch as fills 


the mind with errours and abſurdities, diſorders - 


” 


and confuſion.” Thus he introduced his text, 
when he preached from theſe words, If the 
light which is within thee be darkneſs, how great 
is that darkneſs?” [ Balguy's ſermons, vol. I. 


ſerm. XI. On the Cauſes and Conſequences of i 


intellectual Darkneſs. 

A ſingle eye may poſſibly be che boaſt of ſome 
who never had it; but they who do not wiſh to 
ſecure that prize, are certainly running at ran- 


dom. Yet where do we ſee thoſe ſacrifices evi- 


dently offered up, which may convince us that 
ſome men haye ſuch a prize ſteadily in view? But 
indeed, what have they gained, in every age, who 
have been moſt reſolute to get, and, if poſſible, 
to keep a ſingle eye? Nay, what ſuſpicions, and 


what cenſures have they not drawn on themſelves? 
Be it ſo, yet they have gained in this noble purſuit. 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience,and that felicity 


which party intereſt cannot beſtow, and which 
popular clamour, with all its rattle, cannot take 


away. This felicity, whatſoever it may coſt me, 
In queſt of this, unſolicited, 1 
thus write. To what a happy purpoſe, ſhould 
the reader by it be inclined to preſs towards the 


1 would enjoy. 


ſame mark! May he at leaſt, remember, without 
a ſingle eye, as here explained, and as extended to 
denote a benevolent diſpoſition, ſcripture muſt 
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(48) 


be perverted ; and, may he not forget that the 
final conſequence | of ſuch folly will be con- 
fuſion ! | 
If, indeed, a man could be found who has not 
any ſuſpicion of his own ignorance, nor any con- 
ception of what is called a ſingle eye, 170 not eaſy 
to ſay what would be the duty of ſuch a man; 
for one might almoſt as well talk of the duty of an 
oyſter. It is not poſlible that any duty can be per- 
formed by us, unleſs we are willing to diſcharge 
it ; but to will, is to determine ;. and to deter- 
mine is to perceive, and to prefer. That man, 
therefore, who is without perception, is in a 
moſt deplorable ſituation; exiſting, if he exiſts 
at all, without envy, and without excellence. 
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: For ſuch an obje& we can do nothing more, or | 
N better, than to pity him in our hearts, and to N 
remember him compaffionately in our prayers. 
0 If one duty does not generate another, we 
bf may fay, that duties are inſeparably connected. 
| For, if it be any man's duty to read the word of '4 
God, it muſt be his duty, as difficulties occur, : 
to pray he may underſtand it. 9 But without a ] 
ſingle eye, his underſtanding muſt be diſordered; t 
ſhould that however be granted, it muſt be his T 
duty who is ſo favoured, to purſue, if it be poſſi- I 

ble, that path to which it may direct him. | 
| | 2 b e t. 


IV. This 
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W. This 3 withiat turning aft de either 1. 
the, right hand, or to the left, is the laft ebli- 
cal on INE; to be confi dered. 


Cle end of our as is our "own. 
reaſonable fatisfaQtion ; and it ſhould be ſo; for, 
if our actions, at any time, are juſtly ee 
to ourſelves, whom, by ſuch actions, can we 
expect to pleaſe? Light is not imparted to 
amuſe us, or to be concealed, but for uſe. 
„If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if. 
ye do them. — Walk while ye have the light, 
leſt darkneſs come upon you. Ve were ſome- 
times darkneſs, but now are ye light in the 
Lord: walk as the children of light. Ve are all 
the children of light, and the children of the day: 
we are not of the night, nor of darkneſs. 
Therefore, let us not ſleep as do others: : but let 
us watch and be ſober. For they. that ſleep, 
leep in the night: and they that be drunken, 
are drunken in the night. But let us who 
are of the day, be ſober, putting on the breaſt- 
plate of faith and love, and for an helmet the 
hope of ſalvation.“ Such is the language of the 
new teſtament to them who profeſs to be fol- 
lowers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 21210 | 

But what difficulty, what labour is 3 
to preyent thoſe evils by which the mind of man 
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is darkened and depraved! In order to this, in 
Mr. Balguy's opinion, it is neceſſary, . That 
we carefully guard againſt prejudices of all kinds, 
and take ſpecial care to preſerve the light of our 
minds pure, clear, and uncorrupt. That the 
eye of the ſoul be kept fingle and ſincere; fixed 
at all times upon evidence alone, and viewing 
every object in its own proper light, and genuine 
colours. That we accuſtom ourſelves to obſerve 
and follow invariably the rule of truth ; ſtedfaſtly 
purpoſing to reſiſt every temptation, and to 
withſtand every propenſion, that may tend to 
draw us from it. That we neither fubmit to 
cuſtom, nor authority, without examining, to 
the beſt 'of our power, the grounds on which 
they ſtand, and the reaſons brought to ſupport 
them. That we keep a ftri& watch on our own 
inclinations ; leſt they inſinuate into our under- 
ſtandings, and give a wrong turn to our judg- 

ments. In fine, that no principle of vanity, 
no views of intereſt, be ſuffered to break in upon 
- our integrity; but that we ever ſeek the truth in 
the love thereof, with all ſimplicity and ſincerity 
of mind. By a careful uſe of theſe means, we 
ſhall be, in a good meaſure, fortified both againſt 
' erroneous judgment, and vicious practice; and 
the light which God hath given us will not only 
be maintained, but continually improved. Thus 
our faculties will have full ſcope, and be exerted . 
#o the greateſt advantage, And of how great 
| conſequence ; 


TH} | 
conſequence this is to us, we cannot be igno- 
rant. All our hopes and all our welfare depend 


on the uſe of thoſe talents which God has given 


us:“ [or are inſeparably connected with it! If 


we ſuffer them to be corrupted and ſpoiled, the 
damage muſt be great, and the loſs irreparable. 
On the other hand, if we employ them wiſely 
and well; our care will turn to the nobleſt ac- 
count, and we ſhall reap the fruits of it for ever. 
It behoves us then, to be watchful and circum- 
ſped i in a matter of ſo great moment z 6 and, to 
render our endeavours the more effectual, to im- 


Plore the affiſtance of heaven; that, by the Auumi- ; 


nation of his Holy Spirit, God will be pleaſed to 
grant us a right judgment i in all things ; 7 that ſo 


we walking in the light of his truth, may at 


length attain to the light of everlaſting life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” 


To this exhibition of the leading articles of 


25 religious obligation, let us add the following 


remarks: : 


I. No man is obliged to do any thing who has 
no inducement to perform that action. It does 


not appear, that the greateſt extremity will pro- | 


duce an exception to this fact; taken as we wiſh 
to have it underſtood Suppoſe 2 thouſand men 
on board a man of war; ſuppoſe that at midnight 
and far from ſhore, their ſhip took fire; that 
the flames burſt out, that all on board, officers, 
 Pallengers, and crew, were. reduced to ſuch a 
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dilemma hat, in a few minutes, they uſt be 
conſumed by the increaſing flames, or periſh in 
the regardleſs ſea; in ſuch a ſituation, ſome 
would probably be at their wits end, but the 

' queſtion is, whether any one of all the thouſand, 
to avoid being burnt to death, would leap into 
the ocean, unleſs, in ſome reſpect, that dreadful 
leap ſeemed better for him than to abide in the 
ſhip ?—For my own part, I cannot conceive 
how a voluntary action can exiſt without the 
influence of inducement ; nor that there is any 
reaſon to wiſh we ſhould ever a& without it. 
For, if we could act without inducement, we might 

act without motive; but if we could act without 
motive, we ſhould act without having any deter- 
minate end in view; but he who acts to no end, 

might as well have s inactive. If ſuch: reaks 
muſt be dignified by the name of actions, ſurely 
it will be admitted that converſion is not requiſite 
to produce them; nor can it_ be denyed that 
religious actions are as diftin from ſuch capri- 
cious movements as they are every way ſuperiour. 

Should it be ſaid, We are undoubtedly obliged 
to do many things we are not induced to per- 

form; it may be replied, he that ſuppoſes we 

are, would find himſelf perplexed if he were to 
be aſked, what things? Inducement is of great 
extent. We may be induced to act from motives 
more numerous than moſt imagine: by fear of 
offending, by hope of honour, by expectation of 
advantage 


FE 53, ue 
f ee by delight, or at leaſt by amuſement in 
the action propoſed; by a junction of each, or 
by ſome ſuppoſed conſequence which leads us to 
c prefer action to inaction, or this action to that; 
or by other motives yet unnamed; but when any 
propoſition, or purpoſe is before us, we always 
determine as ſome inducement, or as ſomething 
ſeducing affects our mind. Abraham was in- 
| duced to offer up Iſaac; and, by ſo doing, ke not 
| only gave glory to God, but obtained by faith, a 
good report, —Achan, on the contrary, was 
ſeduced to tranſgreſs the divine commandment 
at the ſeige of Jericho; and, by ſo doing, he dil 
honoured God, and, by his unbelief, brought 
upon himfelf reproach and death. He ſaw with 
ardent eyes, a tempting object; his ideas and im- 
preſſions were vivid; his will was inſtantly moved; 
God permitted him to reſolve, and the forbidden 
deed was done,—** Every man is thus tempted, 
when he 1s drawn away of his own hearts luſt 
| and enticed; .then, when luſt hath conceived, it 


bringeth forth ſin; and fin, when it is finiſhed, 
11 gon, forth death. 55 
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II. Our Feten cannot be Nite 
unleſs inducement decays; conſequently, if they 
ever are diminiſhed, our degradation and miſery 
muſt be proportionably increaſed. Inducement 
may be diminiſhed two ways: Firſt, when a per- 
ſon bas not ground to believe that his character, 
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(5) 
0 bahilvibur; can he ſo pleaſing to the Almighty, 
as once they were. Such was the ſituation of 
Adam after he had ſinned. Secondly ; when we 
have not a clear perception of the hope ſet before 
us in our fallen ſtate. Who will affert that he 
who has, and who has not a clear perception of 
the hope ſet before us in the goſpel, are equally 
induced to ſerve God? Yet, ſhall we from 
hence infer any thing in favour of rebellious 
angels, or of rebellious man; any thing that 
would diminiſh their miſery or their ſhame? - 
Far be it. The premiſes are very remote from 
ſuch a concluſion, | | 
If, for the fake of argument, we may rate 
the obligations of an intelligent, innocent and 
happy man, at a thouſand, it is eaſy to conceive, 
that this ſum is ſuppoſed to bear ſome proportion 
to the nature and extent of his preſent felicity, 
and his capacity to enjoy it; nor is it difficult to 
conceive that the ſum of his obligations may be- 
come greater as his perceptions are enlarged, and as 
his felicity is more and more enjoyed; but what 
ſhould make it 4%, but that which makes him 
miſerable and contemptihle? It will be objected, 
Are not the miſerable and the contemptible as 
much obliged to God as they who are partakers 
of his grace, or as they who are now in glory ? 
Let us, if it be poſſible, underſtand” one 
A 


We 


E (mw) 2 * 
We admit, God is - worthy. of praiſe in the 


puniſhment of tranſgreſſors and in the chaſtiſe- 


ment of believers; becauſe, he is a God of 
knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 
We admit, in every continued tranſgreſſion, they 
who are puniſhed, or chaſtiſed, are left without 
excuſe. But ſtill, we believe that puniſhment 
is puniſhment, and that chaſtiſement is chaſtiſe- 
ment, in their nature and effects; and we think 
it cannot be otherwiſe. When God hideth 


his face who can behold him? whether it be 


done againſt a nation; or againſt a man only.” 
In ſuch a fituation, whether what is called the 
hiding of his face be partial, or complete, they 
from whom God is pleafed to withdraw the light 
of his countenance, cannot have the fame per- 
ceptions as if they continued to enjoy it. But 
ſuch want of perception is owing to their folly. 


— This may be granted, without admitting that 


our darkneſs and diſtreſs in Vis world, are 


always equal to our criminality. Remember Job: 


We are, without exception, in a ſtate of darkneſs 
prior to our converſion, and remain in it till 
called out of darkneſs into marvellous light: 
this ſhows the hand of God to be upon us ſo 
as not to be removed by any but himſelf. Beſides; 
when deliverance comes, and any man is tranſlated 
by the Father of metrcies from the power of 


darkneſs into the kingdom. of his dear Son, even 


he who is thus favoured, knows but in part; 


os after 
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( 56 ) 
mites his tranſlation, he may be ſuffered to walk 
in obſcurity, both as to the diſpenſations of 
divine providence, and in reference to his being 
a ſubject of that peace which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding.— This will not ſatisfy, A ſinner is 
bound with nothing but the cords of his own 
iniquity, which he ought to ſnap aſunder. How 
contrary is ſuch a poſition to the teſtimony. of 
God. It declares, that by one man's diſobe- 
Deen many were made ſinners; that by one 
man's offence death reigned; that by the offence 
of one, judgment came upon all men to condem- 
nation; that Jeſus Chriſt was anointed to preach 
good tidings to the meek [or to the poor, ] and 
ſent to bind up the broken hearted; to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
priſon to them that are bound: in ſhort, it 
aſſures: us, that nothing but the law of the ſpirit 
of life, in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould make us free from 
the law of fin and death. To what does all this 
tend ?— To convince us that it is an evil thing 
and bitter to forſake the Lord; and to prove that 
in him, from whom we have revolted, is all our 
Help; that the way of our return to God, light 
to ſee it, and ſtrength to enjoy it, are ſo many 
demonſtrations of his favour to diſobedient and 
gain- ſaying people. 
III. No ſinner can be ſaved by 2 a mere atten- 
tion to his wane of This ſeems t to be impoſlible : 
ſince 
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fince that muſt be done for us and in us, if ever 


we are ſaved, which it cannot be our duty to 
perform: becauſe if we are ſaved, we muſt be 
bought with a price, and be begotten again to a 


lively hope; we mult alſo be preſerved and 


renewed daily, in the ſpirit of our minds, and 
continually protected from viſible and from in- 
viſible oppoſition; each of ſuch a nature as not 
to be overcome but by divine aſſiſtance. Can it 
be our duty to buy, beget, preſerve, renew and 
protect ourſelves? Could we do theſe things, 
boaſting would not be excluded. | | 
At the end of ſome prayer, after ſome recent 
backſliding, on our attempting to join a church, 


or under ſome overwhelming calamity, we. are. 


perhaps advocates for the grace of God with 
becoming zeal, and probably diſpoſed to ſay, 
May the Lord alone be exalted! But alas!, how 
ſoon, and how often, are ſuch words forgotten? 
| —W hen we were little in our own eyes, it went 
well with us; what has been the conſequence of 
entertaining a very different opinion of ourfelves. 


let our own vexations ſay. 
. 2 287% « TTY 


I v. No fi nner can Juv any ground to expect 


falvation who is habitually unmindful of his 
duty. For, there is what may be called a pre- 
fent ſalvation, as well as that which is to be en- 
joyed hereafter. But if we are not ſaved in this 
world from inattention to the word of God, 
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( 38 | N 
and from being 1 inattentive to prayer ; ; if we are 
not alſo ſaved from an evil eye, and from that 
crooked courſe of action to which it would 
infallibly lead us, what hope can there be of 


finiſhing our courſe with joy, or, of ever being at 


his right hand, where there are pleaſures for ever- 
more? 

Thus, in a manner undiſguiſed and free, what 
is ſuppoſed to be a general idea of our duty, and 
what are thought to be the leading articles of 
religious obligation, have been diſtinctly ſtated : 
to which, additional remarks have been annexed. 
What may be the final conſequence who is able 
to foreſee? As to approbation, may no man ap- 


prove of any thing in this treatiſe of which he 
will ever have — reaſon to repent! As to 

cenſure, ſhould it fly abroad without the ſanction 
| of that authority it would be criminal in me not 


to revere, or be multiplied without that kind 
of argument which only makes it truly keen, it | 


will probably come and g⁰ without having any 


power to diſturb my quiet. As to complaint, 


| ſhould I learn from it, that any of my real friends 
are grieved, that, indeed, would grieve me alſo ; 


but, unleſs they could convince me, I have erred 
from the truth, neither my principles, nor my 


purpoſe in interpoſing in this controverſy, will 
ſuffer me to be diſconfolate. As to reputation 


and ſucceſs, they are where they ſhould be, and 
will be as * in ſpite of all oppoſition, as, 
upon 


(59) 
upon the whole, is beſt. Few men are more 
fenſible than myſelf that neither my political 
ſentiments, nor my theological; are ſuch, as, at 
preſent, are likely to be very popular : but they 
have been culled with care, they have been 


ſearched and ſifted with attention, they have. 


been again and again compared with what ſeems 
to be the ſenſe of ſcripture, they are retained 
with a good conſcience, they are publiſhed with- 
out the frenzy of a party ſpririt, or a wiſh to 
form one; and therefore, unleſs the popular 
taſte, within my obſervation, was more correct, 


and promiſcuous applauſe more precious than at 


preſent I am able to diſcern, they will be ſup- 
ported as my abilities may admit, till better tenets 
come within the reach of my underſtanding. As 
to ſuch objections as Mr. Fuller has formed and 
publiſhed, they will be examinedin the following 
ſection. - 
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OBJECTIONS AN SWERE D, 
In three Letters to the Rev. Mr. FulLER. 
E TT ER I. 
ene bee l 


SHOULD this ſecond oe of my ark fall 


dead from the preſs, it will prevent my publiſhing 


an abridgment of the firſt, of the ſame ſize and 
price with this, which is intended, if the preſent 
pamphlet ſhould be well received. When I wrote 
the former part, ſuch inquietudes occurred as do 
not now exiſt. It was therefore ſwelled beyond 
my firſt intention, and it is in ſome places more 
inaccurate, and in others, more intemperate and 
unguarded, than I now approve. If a ſecond 
edition ſhould be publiſhed, thoſe errors are in- 
tended to be caſhiered. That, however, muſt 
be left where it is, in tie region of poſſib lity; at 
preſent my buſineſs is to examine your remarks, 
As you have reaſon to expect my obſervations 
will be made with ſuch temper as may manifeſt 
rcal reſpect to you!, it would . me no plea- 


8 ſure 
5 2 | | 1 
e Sce Page 1. 


4 Sy 
fure to think you will be diſappointed. You 
will, Sir, diſtinguiſh between reſpe& and homage; 


the firſt will be granted without regret; the 


ſecond you will be unwilling to receive. You 


will alſo diſtinguiſh between reſpect and flattery; 


the latter you do not wiſh me to indulge ; ; and, 
in polemical epiſtles, it would appear in an awk- 
ward ſituation. But, treated as I am, and being 


the older man of the two, it ſeemed more civil 


to direct my letters to you, than to make them 
anonymous, or indeed than to adopt any other 
mode of anſwering your objections. | 


Something like ſatire and ſeverity may well 
accord with real reſpect; how elſe can we ac- _ 


count for ſuch ſtrokes in ſacred epiltles ® ? Should 


you be of opinion my letters are overcharged with 


ſuch unwelcome blows, conſider, you are not, 
on this article, the moſt impartial judge. 
In what manner ſhall I proceed? Shall I 


examine your letters in the order you have ar- 


ranged them, or by a careful ſelection of homo- 


genous matter, ſhall I firſt weigh the worth of ; 


your complaints, next conlider the value of your 


compliments, then, the nature of your con- 


ceſſions. and laſtly, with tenderneſs, inform you 


how crude and immature your obſervations ſeem? 


If I knew your wiſhes they ſhould be gratified. 
But as they are not known, I muſt reſolve with- 


| out the benefit of your aſſiſtance. 


'v'To the Corinthians and Galatians, - 
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. 
It. is, then, my reſolution, to take your letters 
as they lie before me, and to paſs over nothing 


which, in my own apprehenſion, ſeems proper 


to be conſidered. It is probable our judgments 
will not go juſt alike on this buſineſs. Much is 


' of importance, in an authour's eye, which few 


readers are able to diſcern. You have conde- 
ſcended to examine but little of what I have ſaid 


in this controverſy already; and, to . 


I commend you. For as ſome things were not 
fo deſerving of your inſpeftion as could be 
wiſhed, others you did well to wink at, becauſe 


it might have been troubleſome to have ſurveyed 


their meaning. Enough of preamble. Let us 
now attend to your „in letter. 

You ſay, Sir, I cannot help obſerving, that- 
the ſpiris in which Mr. M. has conducted his 


performance, renders a ſober and ſerious reply to 


it very difficult.“ If by ſpirit you mean my 
perſonal qualities as a writer, and as a chriſtian,” 


you have determined, that ſuch things do not 


require an anſwer.” « Nobody expects,“ you 


are pleaſed to ſay, ** that you ſhould go about to 


defend your own abilities for writing, or the 
Fpirit in which you have written.” Am I then 
bound where you are free? | 


When I propoſed to conſider your leading 


e e as obſcure, inconſiſtent and erro- 


neous, it was not imagined you would applaud 


the deſign. ur conceſſions from Mr. 


Fuller 


. 
Fuller were not expected. But you ſurprize me 
when you fay, (after throwing together almoſt 
all the bad qualities a writer can poſſeſs,) © now 
ſuppoſe all this were true, what do nine parts 
out of ten of it concern the reader?” Could 1 
adopt this ſtrange way of thinking, it would ill 
become me to write another line. | 

Vou do me juſtice by ſuppoſing I was relue- 
tant “ to lay hands on a fingle obſcure indi- 
vidual.” Permit me again to repeat it, I have 
no perſonal quarrel with you; and had I ſooner 


known that what you have written had been ſo 


little read, even amongſt our own denomination, 
your repoſe would not have been diſturbed by 


me. But your errours, apart from your attempt 


to ſpread them, are very common: and ſuch is 


my diſpoſition, if all other things were nearly 


equal, I had rather oppoſe ſuch errours in one of 
my own denomination than of any other. 

_ "Thoſe gentlemen which you fay J have affo- 
ciated with you, are, in my opinion, of different 
complexions. Has not one of them diſapproved 
of your thirſt for diſputation, and told you, with 
his uſual benevolence, that he diſapproves -of 


your leading ſentiments? It is true, he has 


attempted to defend the aſſociation letter from 
Aulceſter, and has juſtly rebuked an inconſi- 
derate man, who, for ſume ſuppoſed perfonal 
alluſion to him, dealt out promiſcuous cen- 


ſure, But does this worthy friend of mine 


approve 
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approve of that obnoxious paragraph which I 
have found fault with; or do the aſſociation at 


large, approve of ſuch language? I. will not 
believe it; and if you preſs me to ſay why, you 
ſhall have my reaſon. As to the other names you 


have mentioned, I hope, Sir, I may treat them 
with due reſpect, without believing thoſe gentle- 


men are exempted from miſtake: and, may 1 


not be allowed to take notice of ſuch miſtakes of 
_ theirs as fall in my way, without one wiſh to 


do. any of them the leaſt injuſtice? It is not 


their writings, nor is it yours, that I am diſpoſed. 
to attack; no ſuch thing; it is nothing more 
than thoſe parts in each, which I think are not 


to be defended; and I am happy to ſay, were all 


| thoſe parts. expunged, much would remain wor- 
thy of notice ; 'which would then be read mah. 


greater advantage. 
You apprehend, that oa truths would be 


evident even to the mind of a heathen, were he 
but the ſubject of a right ſpirit.” What a right 
ſpirit may be prior to the perception and influence 
of truth, I cannot divine. But every thing, in” 


ſome mens opinion, (though not in yours,) is 
now, alas! ſuppoſed to be right without regard 
to truth. The poor ſophiſm of Mr. Pope, is, 
by many. thought a pretty thing. To hear a 


poet, or a deiſt ſay, For modes of faith let | 
graceleſs zealots fight; His can't be wrong- 


whoſe life is in the right, could create no ſur- 
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priſe. | But that men who are not poets, and who { | ü 
will not allow us to call them deiſts, that ſuch ö ö Li | 
men ſhould adopt this language is much. to be + vn 
lamented. May you never liſten to that ſiren ſong! - 126 

The heathens to whom you refer us, without \ nl 


A right ſpirit, both faw and felt the force of 
truth, God ſhewed it unto them. It was the 1 
work of the law written on their hearts. But | ; v8 
had they, or could they have, without his word, 
any light that led them to the hope of ſalvation? * 


When you ſpeak “ of God's requirements as N 
being 7 in themſelves eaſy to be complied with, * 1 


what can you mean ?. Are they not, all of them, 
relative? and mult they not be eaſy, or difficult, 
in reference to them who endeavour to be obe- 
dient? Lou ſay, they have nothing hard or 
difficult in them, but what ariſes from the depra- 
vity of our hearts: and yet you acknowledge ſuch 


\ 
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depravity is not to be overcome but by that power - | il 
which is almighty. Your concluſion that the 1 5 
power of God is neceſſary to ſubdue the reign "nn 
of {in is juſt ; but, when it ſuits your hypotheſis, | Ws 
you ſeem to leave but little for ſuch energy to ö 1 
effect. Beſides; is it true, that there is nothing | I 
hard or difficult in God's requirements, but what 1 5 
ariſes from the depravity of our hearts? Have 1 ; 
you never found when the ſpirit was willing, = 
the fleſh was weak“? Never met with Pun i 4 Fat 
tions from the corruptions of others, as well as 1 
| from T 
2 x Cor. ii. 711. 


1 66 ) 
from your PW Never been hindered by the 
devices of Satan ? Never wounded by his fiery 
darts ?—The ſcriptures you have quoted at the 
beginning of the ſixth page, properly expounded, 
will not anſwer your purpoſe. But when their 
connection, the deſign of the prophets in each, 
the period in which their words were . uttered, 
and the ſituation of the people to whom they 
ſpake, are overlooked, they may be preſſed to ſerve 
purpoſes you. yourſelf would diſapprove. pe 
You ſeem to think, Sir, it is our duty to have 
more wiſdom than is . actually and effectually 
imparted to us by the Holy Spirit.” May J aſk, by 
what means? But inſtead of granting me ſuch 
information, you tell me, if it be not ſo, „then 
it is no man's duty to be wiſer than he is;” and 
then, ſay you, there could be no reaſon in 
that complaint, O that they were wiſe!” Seriouſly, 
Mr. Fuller, what would you do if you had it in 
your power? Would you perſuade us, that when 
' Moſes predicted what would befall the tribes of 
Iſrael in the latter days, becauſe they were 


reſolved to do evil in the ſight of the Lord, to 


provoke him to anger through the work of their 
hands, that he wiſhed they would make them- 
ſelves wiſe? Or do you not rather think his 
prayer was that they would hear with pa- 
tience the reproofs of their own inſpired pro- 


phets, and nd beſcech the Lord to give 


them 


06.) | 
them increaſing utiderſtanding? Can you conceive 
that Moſes, of all men then living, would have 


throw out any ſentiment which ſhould have had 
any tendency to have diminiſhed either the depen- 


dence or the devotion of the children of Iſrael? As 
to myſelf, you know, Sir, that if I think no 
man is obliged to make himſelf wiſer, or 
more ſpiritual than he actually is, I think at 


the ſame time, all men ought to occupy the 


| powers they polleſs to the glory of God; you like- 
wiſe know, I believe there is not any excuſe for 
the ſlothful, and that boaſting is excluded from 


them who are diſpoſed to improve their talents, 


to the greateſt poſſible advantage, My reafon 
for this concluſion is, becauſe no mere occupant 
can” poſſibly be ſucceſsful in any thing, without 


that bleſſing which he can never purchaſe, nor 


ever command. Is this, ** the ſame thing as 
proving there is no ſuch thing as ſin in the 
world?” But you have probably bluſhed already 
that you have drawn ſuch an inference; formed, 
as you may one day acknowledge, without the 
leaſt foundation. 


The remaining part of your fixth page has . 


been noticed before © ; except what relates to 


the word diſpsſition, which is yet thought pro- 


per to be poſtponed. Far be it from me to 
contend with you for contention's fake ; but if 


you chaole to think ſo, I can only wiſh you were 


Page 19, 20. 
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better employed.—1 have re-conſidered what you 


have ſaid of © an aſſurance of a perſonal intereſt 
in Chriſt,” and I ill think you have indulged a 


levity on that ſubject, of which, in your ad- 
vancing years, you will repent... It is allowed 
there is “nothing mean or low in a man's pur- 
ſuing his own, intereſt in ſubordination to the 
public good; or his own reputation, in ſub- 


| ſerviency to God's: glory: and what could tempt 


you, my dear Sir, to imagine that I wifh to con- 
tend for either out of that connection? 
Tou have ſaid; all that I know, or can know, 


of your reading American writers, is, that you 
have read and approve of /ome of their ſentiments. 
Vet you are diſpoſed to ſay, about fourteen 


years ago, I maintained your preſent ſentiments, 


without any ſuch reſtriction. But leſt I ſhould 
be vain by being told you received ſome ad- 
vantage on the ſubject now in debate, by hearing 


me preach upon it,” you add, you diſliked 


the violence with which I then maintained my 


preſent ſentiments, and the ſupercilious language 


Which I uſed of thoſe who differed from me; 


who you then underitood to be GILL and BRINE, 
or writers of that ſtamp.” Is it poſſible, my 
friend, that even fourteen years ago, I could 


make uſe of terms more ſupercilious, or vulgar, 
than you have now ſelected in reference to thoſe 
judicious and reſpectable writers? That I ever 
. treated thoſe worthies, whom I knew and loved 


while 
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F 60 ) 
while I was yet young, as you are pleaſed to re- 
preſent, cannot be admitted : ; if it had been ſo, 


and they were yet living, T would beg their 


pardon. Upon the whole, however, my fermon 


«« ſet you a thinking,” and you now believe 1 
was of uſe to you.” If I was, you muſt own 


that good temper in a miniſter is not eſſential to 


your edification ; and it looks as if you had pre- 


ſamed that your being in a good temper | was 
not eſſential to my inſtruction, 


My ſermon on Rom. x. 3. . entitled wi 
Rock of Offence the Sinners laſt and only Refuge, 
which aſcribes men's non-ſubmiſſ ion to the 


righteouſneſs of God, to voluntary ignorance, 


prejudice, pride, and /elf- righteouſneſs, appeared 
to you to carry in it conſiderable evidence in 
' favour of thoſe principles concerning the truth 


of which, [when you read that ſermon] you 
then heſitated.” If Sir, you then heſitated, 


whether Jeſus Chriſt could be a Rock of Offence 


to any man but from ſuch depravity of mind, I 
am ſorry for it, and thank God that I was, as 
you are pleaſed to inform me, inſtrumental in 
your converſion to a ſounder way of thinking : : 
but if you would infer from any thing I have 
ſaid, that Chriſt ſhould be our only refuge 


without effectual calling, and affirm, that he 


ought to be enjoyed both as our Refuge and our 
Reſt, previous to the beginning of that good 
work which is of the ſpecial grace of God, per- 
1 . | mit 
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mit me to ſay, the inference and affirmation are 
entirely, your own; nor will you be envied by me 
either the credit, or the cqnſequence .of ſuch a 
concluſion. | 

Lou aſk, Sir, Whether I have not derived 
W from the works of men, as well as 
my neighbours. When you are next in town 
pay me a viſit, and you ſhall ſee my ſtudy; from 
which you will probably conclude, if I have not 


gained ſome advantage, it muſt be owing to my 


want, of capacity, or to my want of prudence. 
That the writings of Mr. J. Edwards are 
honoured by my warmeſt recommendation,” is 


a remark deſcriptive of your politeneſs. No, Sir, 
the writings « of that great and good man, ſtand 


in no need of my applauſe. You do me too 
much honour to ſuppoſe it poſſi ible, But I ſtill 
think a judicious abridgment of his treatiſe on 
Religious Affections is much wanted; nor do [ 
recollect any work of his, which would not be 
much the better if it were well abridged. The ſtyle 
of Mr. Edwards is frequently coarſe, and often 


quaint; his manner is tedious; and, though a 


great man, he is occaſionly trifling ; his ſenti- 
ments are ſometimes difficult to be underſtood, 
and ſometimes not worth underſtanding , but, his 
writings, when pruned of every thing uſeleſs, and 
unpleaſing, would itill contain ſo much of piety 


and argument, as in the ſame compaſs are ſel- 


dom to be met with, even in Works of merit. 


. 
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You admit, I have diſcovered «, many ap- 


parent inconſiſtencies” in your treatiſe; and you 


allow, there are many oppoſite things aſſerted” 


in that performance; but you ſeem to comfort 


yourſelf with plebeian conſolation. If you have 


been incongruous, I have been abſurd. But ſup- 


poſe I was every way as inconſiſtent as Mr. 
Fuller, what would you, or your reader, gain 
by a proof of that aſſertion? To ſupport your 


cenſure, my ſermon on Rom. x. 3. is again 
quoted; but the impropriety of your anferance from 


it, has already been expoſed. 


If, in the courſe of ſeventeen, or eighteen 


years, any of my religious ſentiments have been 
changed, you ſeem to think my iniegrity is at 
ſtake for want of «4 honeſt acknowledgment, 


and for not anſwering my own arguments.“ 


Permit me, Sir, to ſay, that for a courſe of thirty 


years, few people can be mentioned, who have read 


and thought for themſelves, whoſe theological 
ſentiments have altered leſs than my own. About 
that: diſtance from the prefent time, my change 
of ſentiments was great in my own eyes, and in 


the judgment of better judges. They glorified God 
in me; believing that I,had obtained mercy: nor 


are you diſpoſed to aſſert, they were deceived, 


Since that period, I have. not been without vari- 


gated temptations, nor always una -ted with 
them, or unhurt by them; far from it; but the 


leading 
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leading articles of my creed have continued with 
me to this hour; in which, by every conflict, I 


have been in the iſſue more and more confirmed. 


It ſeems, my friend, the more uncivil in you 
to hunt after the appearance of any thing incon- 
ſiſtent in my writings as far back as the year 
1763, in the firſt juvenile production that fell 


from my pen, ſince in writing to you on the 


ſame ſubject, you were told, that the charge of 
your being inconſiſtent would'be entirely confined 
to your treatiſe, and that I thought it would be 
very unfair to ſearch for any thing of a prior date, 


# 


For this reſolution, the following reaſon was 


given; namely, that the Ja pamphlet is always 


ſuppoſed, to contain the preſent judgment of * 
| who wrote it. In this reſpet, I obſerved, i 
was like a man's 1a will, which ſhould ever 8 


ſo interpreted, as if he had never made any 
other 4. In another place, you were informed, 
my ideas of the excellence of God were not 
diminiſhed ſince I ceaſed to talk of that ſubject 


as you are now diſpoſed to talk *. Overlooking 


theſe remarks and conceſſions, you ſtill ſay, If 


my ſentiments are altered, why did I not honeſtly 


acknowledge it? I think, Sir, that bas been 
done, as much as the caſe demands. But 
you wiſh me, it ſeems, to be more explicit. 


1 will, becauſe it is not my deſign to withhold 


: any 


4 Part l. Page 39, 40. Part I. Page 80. 


% 
any thing from you which may give you ſatisfac- 
tion, 

On my firſt acquaintance with religion, T was 
ſuſkciently calviniſtical. But as my' thirſt for 
reading, and addiction to thinking continued, 
they were too frequently indulged without diſcre- 
tion. Early in life, I learned that the antient 
Romans gained much by ſuffering their enemies 


to inſtruct them in the art of war; by their 


adopting ſuch meaſures, building ſuch veſſels, and 
making uſe of ſuch weapons, as they thought 
were better than their own. Their maxim 
ſeemed noble; on the ſtrength of it, I reſolved: 


to learn of every body; but alas! not having 
judgment and prudence equal to my zeal, ſha- 


dows were ſometimes overvalued, and ſometimes; 


ſuch whims embraced, as a riper underſtanding yp 


induced me to renounce. | | 

While I lived in Leiceſterſhire, Mr. Jonathan 
Edwards was mentioned to me as an oracle; 
and it was my lot to read him with that want of 
caution which is too common to perſons in ſuch 
a ſituation, The effect of ſuch folly was ſoon 
felt. Facts now began to be my favourite ſtudy; 
with them, I ſoon ſaw Mr, Edwards's notion of 
diſintereſted love would not agree; nor was it long 
before it ſeemed to be as inconſiſtent with the 


doctrines of grace. Grown more cautious by 
reflection, Mr. Edwards was read with greater 
care; the conſequence was, my raptures were 


| _ diminiſhed, 
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diminiſhed, but real reſpect for his wrikings re- 
mained ; nor is it yet deſtroyed. 

With men and books my errours have been 
much the ſame. Ever eager to read both, paſ- 
ſion too frequently got the ſtart of prudence 
but I have been ſeverely taxed for that folly. On 
removing to town, my change of ſituation was 
conſiderable. In the country, ſurrounded with 


Arminians, many of them ſerious; in town, ſur- 


rounded with Calviniſis, ſome of them not ſo 
ſerious as might have been expected. Being a 
ſtranger to a trimming temper, what ſeemed re- 
prehenſible was oppoſed by me with as much 
fincerity as if J had yet been in a village; and 


probably, with as much want of patience. This 
ill directed zeal, however well intended, iſſued 


in a ſeparation. The ſeparatiſts having left us, 
we found ourſelves, as a church, in peace. That 
peace has now been enjoyed for thirteen years; 
and it has opened a door to ſome improvements, 
and to many uſeful reflections. Among the lat- 
ter, thoughts on a miſguided zeal to urge men 
to the practice of piety, in the manner you 
have attempted, have often been indulged. Both 


my own miſtakes, and the miſtakes of ſome who 


are of reputation, gave me ample occaſion to 
multiply ſuch reflections. The cauſe of legal 
violence, the conſequence and the cure, were 
often thought of before your treatiſe was writ- 


tenz ſince that * you may well imagine 


» 3 * N 8 ; ſuch 


| N 
fuch trains of thought have been rather multi- 
plied than diminiſhed. LO ok: | 

After all, it would be a great addition to my 
happineſs to poſſeſs more correct ideas of men 
and things, and to be able to divulge them with 
greater propriety. My controverſy with you, 
before it cloſes, promiſes to be the occaſion, in 
ſome degree, of ſuch advantage. Cheered with 
ſuch a hope, every conceſſion, which a good con- 
ſcience does not prohibit, as far as my faults are 
perceived, I am willing to make; and more than 
this, you cannot wiſh to extort from 


—— 


Your reſpectſul humble ſervant, 


| form o Hl art on 


Windmill Street, 7. ds Court, Road, 
Ju 14th, 1789 5 
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LETTER II. 
DEAR SIR, 


YOU inform your anonymous friend, 
you knew a man, that every body around him 
reckoned to be very proud.” Probably, Sir, you 
knew a church too, which was anxious, at that 
very time, to procure this proud man to be their 
paſtor. Aﬀk your worthy friends, (by whoſe 
favours your manners have been altered,) whe- 
ther if I had conſented to their reſpectful requeſt 
they were not reſolved to confer upon me that 
honour. You muſt confeſs they who wiſhed me 
to form that relation ſaw ſome commendable 


qualities in Mr. Martin; nor can he for- 


get the friendſhip, or the fellowſhip of thoſe 
« around him,” while he lived in the country. 
When, indeed, he came to London, the cafe 


was altered. Let me not be ſo wicked as to ſay 
Why. If you chooſe, when you are in a good 


humour, to gueſs at the ground of the alteration, 


it is probable your gueſs will be worthy notice. 


I am ſorry an argument of great diſtinction, 
and tending to bring the matter in diſpute between 


us to ſome iſſue, ſhould have been overlooked. 


Thus you ſtate it: Every man ought to be 
Chriſt's fr7end, or his enemy, or to ſtand neuter, 
and be neither.” This argument, you thus ſup- 

| port: 


4 


port: « To ** the firſt, is to grant all that 


is pleaded for; to ſuppoſe the ſecond, is too groſs 
to need a refutation; if then neither of theſe 
will ſatisfy, it muſt fall upon the 2hird, but this 
our Lord declares to be an 2 a He that 
is not with me is againſt me.” © 

On this Ureadtul dilemma, the following re- 
marks are at your ſervice : 


I. When to be, or not to be,” is the im- 


portant queſtion, it ſeems eaſy, in common, to 


underſtand what is intended; becauſe it evi- 
dently relates 0 ſome action to be done by him 
who aſks it, though he is yet unreſolved. But 


you ſay, © Whether it is the duty of men to 
make themſelves good men or not, is not the queſ- 
tion ; ſuch language, or ſuch ideas,” you add, 


« never proceeded from my pen. The thing“ 


you ſay, oy which I affirm, and which he denies, 
is, that it is the duty of a bad man to BE a good 
man.“ But what this BE can be, when it is ſo 
ſtated, I honeſtly own, I am unable to conceive. 


# 


II. To ſay, every man ought to be Chriſt's 


friend or enemy,” ſeems to be an awkwatd ſaying ; 
unleſs you were ſpeaking of ſuch men as were 


neither ;. but that, you ſay is impoſſible. To aſk 


whether he who is an enemy, ought to become an 
enemy, is throwing your «ught into a diſgraceful 


ſituation. The queſtion ſhould ſtand thus; 


Being enemies to the empire of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
D 3 | hereditary - 
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| \ | 
hereditary depravity, and by wicked works, ht 
may ſuch enemies be made his friends? But 
from this queſtion you ſhrink as if you faw your 

danger. | 


III. To ſupport your aſſertion, that it is im- 
poſſible for any man to be in a neutral ſituation, 
you quote theſe words of our Lord, © He that 
is not with me, is againſt me.“ But however 


impoſſible it may be for any man to be neither 


the friend, nor enemy of Jeſus Chriſt, you will 
not ſay it is impoſſible for a man to be in doubt 
whether he is for him, or againſt him. But 
it is your manner to argue from that which is not 
evident, as if it were out of diſpute. Were you 
not ſo fond of abſtract propoſitions, incautiouſly 
ſtated, but more contented with that junction 
of ideas the ſcriptures teach, neither you, nor 
any of your friends, would be looſers by ſuch 
an alteration, —As to the text you have quoted, 
many Commentators have thought Satan was 
chiefly intented. He is emphatically, the ad- 
verſary of Jeſus Chriſt; and, the blaſphemy of 
the Phariſees who ſaid, * This fellow doth not 
caſt out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of 
the devils,” was, by our Lord's anſwer properly 


expoſed, If you would extend the interpreta- 
tion, remember, to be with Chriſt is to be on 
his ſide, in a manner that denotes converſi jon 5 but 


einen always is by the Spirit of God; it is 
bis 


( 79 b Y : 
his work and his glory. © If,” ſaid our Lord, 
„ caſt out devils by the Spirit of God, then 
the kingdom of God is come unto you.” But 
if this kingdom cannot approach towards us 
without “ the Spirit of God,” can it be in us 
without the efficacy of his power, and the in- 
fluence of his love? Nay, ſuppoſe it thus to be 
commenced, we may affirm, unleſs his gracious 
operations are continued, thoſe who were ſet 
among princes, would fink down again to the 


duſt and dunghill, and die in a ſtate of degrada- 


tion. — Such are my remarks on that argument 
which you ſay, you had “ urged pretty much; 
whether you will continue to urge it “ pretty 
much,“ muſt be left to your diſcretion. 

Your notion © of a perfect future conformity 
to God's law,” let me entreat you to reconſider. 


If the moral law requires perſonal and perpetual 
obedience, without allowing or forgiving one 


offence, then, whoever has once offended under 

that law, ſhould renounce the idea of his perfect 

future conformity to it. Every continued viola- 

tion of the moral law is without excuſe, and is an 

increaſe of that which is blame worthy; but after 

the entrance of ſin, nothing in a ſinner, here, or 

in heaven, can be perfect conformity to the moral 
law. Since Adam ſinned, and came ſhort of the 
glory of God, Chriſt alone, is the end of the 

law. The law, in my opinion, is diſhonoured by 

your language; ſhould you ever think ſo, you 

D 4. 
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(v0.3 
who are ſo zealous for the law will thank me for 
this obſervation. 3p. 

But, at preſent, inftead of thanks, poſſibly, I 
am again in danger of ſaying ſomething which 
you ſhould not Have imagined that any man in 
his ſenſes could have called in queſtion.” What 
can be the cauſe which calls-for- ſuch rebuke; : 
Why, I have called in queſtion what you have 
taken for granted! Dreadful temerity Ay, 
but the thing. —Why the thing which you have 
taken for granted is this, „that ſo far as any 
thing is charged upon men as their ſin, ſo far 
the contrary muſt be their duty.” But, my dear 
Sir, how am I to know how far your ſo far 
extends? What is his name who is able to under- 
ſtand you upon this ſubject? You add, in your 
uſual manner in talking of me, * he ſpeaks of 
men's being given up to vile affections—allows 
ſuch affeQtions to be ſinful; and yet will not 
allow it to be their duty to poſſeſs the contrary!” 
After an additional exclamation, you aſk your 
anonymous friend, On what principles, and 
in what manner is ſuch @ writer to be reaſoned 
with?” May he be allowed to tell you? Then, 
good Sir, his requeſt is, that you would reaſon 
with him on the principles of chriſtianity, and 
treat him, if you can afford it, in a manner that 
is a little more conſiſtent with common civility. _ 
N | In the evaſions you have been conſtrained to 
| 1 . makeo on figurative expreſſions, you are to be pitied; 
1. your 


' 
— 


( 81 ) 
your aſcribing to me a talking of being rubbed 
up by the Spirit of God, is forgiven, You muſt 
know that phraſe was put into the mouth of a 
Commentator more like yourſe f than me.— If 
« ſome people would have thought that rightly 
to uſe or occupy what we have, would be to ſeek 
that which we have not,” their thoughts meet 
very much with my approbation. But ſhould a 
ſinner, ſeeking what he has not, ſay, I ought to 
have that favour which I beg without begging ? 
I ought to be, before I have it, as wiſe and 
as holy, as if it, and every other favour, had been 
a thouſand years in my poſſeſſion? 

After much amuſement, you aſk your dear 
friend theſe modeſt queſtions : «© What does he 
mean ? what is he about? Has he any ſenti- 
ment upon the ſubject? Or does he mean barely 
to oppole ??” If this be your language concerning 
me When you are amuſed, what mult be ex- 
pected ſhould your wrath be kindled? | 

The ſubje& of natural and moral ability is by 
deſign avoided in theſe letters, becauſe in my 
third part, a ſection on that ſubjeQ is promiſed. 

Should that ſection be publiſhed, you may have 
ſome reaſon to conclude I am as far from being a 
Junatic as your benevolence towards me will ſuf- 
fer you to wiſh. My deſcription of the caſe of 
Sampſon, and your inference from it, are as near 
together as Kettering and London, 8 
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1 8, ) : 
"You ſay, „Mr. M. has greatly Aides in 
miſrepreſentation. But this is a charge you are 
unable to ſupport. Never, you may believe 
me, never have I yet wilfully miſtated your 
ideas; that could not be done without deſign, 
and I am not conſcious of forming ſuch a pur- 
poſe. To the beſt of my underſtanding when I 
quoted any thing from your treatiſe, your ideas 
were carefully conveyed ; your words indeed, 
have ſometimes been omitted, or altered, as the 
nature of my period required. But this is a 
liberty every man is allowed, even in making 
quotations from the word of God. All parties 
allude to it, take a ſingle verſe in the order 
it ſtands, or by way of tranſpoſition, without 
rebuke: and, provided this be done without any 
fraudulent intention, no man forbids the practice. 
On the charge of miſrepreſentation, you aſſure 
your friend in your ſecond letter, „you will but 
mention one inſtance more.“ But ſince you 
again and again renew that charge, if he was 
not one of your dear friends, he might be tempted 
to ſuſpect, not your veracity, no, that is ſafe, 
but your want of memory. By the way, let me 
beg your excuſe for not always producing the 
pages of your Remirks as I go forward. Such 
figures do not pleaſe all eyes alike. Beſides ; it 
is too much for me to believe, that you and 1 
have many readers who will trouble themſelves 
to compare my anſwer with your invectives. 


4 1 
= | ; At 


( 7; ) - 9 

It is well if your nameleſs friend be not W's 
wearied with your queſtions. You ſay he has a || 
knowledge of my character; and indeed it is | 
needful he ſhould to. anſwer ſome of your Ti 
queries. You aſk him, to what he can impute 4 
my applying what you have written upon humi- 41 
lity in the abfraf, to your own humility ? ne 
| Whether this worthy friend will impute it © to 1013 
ignorance, or malevolence, let me know when he 1 
has ſettled the buſineſs of imputation, and ſent 1 
vou his account. In the mean while, hear my 1481 
own account. What I have written on humility, | | 1 
was written with a wiſh to convince you of the | 11 
impropriety of talking abſtractedly of that grace; FM 
ſince all humility muſt be the humility of ſome [HER 
ſubject; it was written alſo with a wiſh to 1 
convince you that what you call your «wn humi- | | 1 
lity, is blended with ſuch incivility and accom- 1 
panied with ſuch rudeneſs, that, if it be not 1 
corrected, you had better ſuppreſs publiſhing ad- bo 
ditional thoughts on that remarkable feature of 5 
the new man. | N Ez 
It ſeems you are perſuaded, «« you ought to be 1 
free from prejudice: yet who would think ſo- 1 
from the manner of your writing Forgive me Wet 
if I fay, that unleſs both your writing and (hes 
reading be a little altered, you are more likely 1 
to have your prejudiees rivetted than ſubdued.— ; 1105 
When our Lord ſaid to his diſciples, . O fools, 11 
and flow of heart to believe all that the prophets i" 
1 0 e haye a 

| hs 115 
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1 
have ſpoken;“ it is evident, he ſpake of his re- 
ſurrection from the dead, and of their reluctance 


to attend to the ſenſe of the prophetic word on 


that important ſubject. You either knew this, 
or you did not; either way, that text had 
better been omitted, than produced as it now 
appears. | 

If I am one of thoſe Calviniſis who ** treat 
the diſtinction of inability into natural and moral 
as a new invention“ it would be no want of 
modeſty to tell me, that my reading mult be very 


ſmall, or to very little purpoſe.” It may, Sir, be 


no more want of modeſty in you to tell me this, 
than to ſend - me, at ſecond-hand, many other 


| handſome things. When you are a man off 


reuding ſuch cenſure will ſhock your feelings. 
In the middle of the laſt century, Peter 


Moulin, Paſtor and Profeſſour of Theology at 
Sedan, in his Defence of the Doctrine of the 


Reformed Churches, has one chapter. on this 
very ſubject. This chapter, were it tranſlated, 
would begin thus: “ A'new doctrine requires 


new diſtinctions. Our innovators, in order to 
perplex us, introduce a cloven footed diſtinction. 


They fay, there are two ſorts of inability, the 
one natural, and the other moral.” - But more 


of this in its proper placef. You ſee, Sir, this 


Sedan Profeſſor, conſidered this diſtinction as a 


- new one; and we are not wont to call that old 


. on 
* Part III. $ 6, Yet unpubliſhed. 


( 
on theological ſubjects, which was juſtly conſi- 
dered as new in the day of Oliver Cromwell. If 
Mr. Edwards, Mr. Toplady, and Dr. Gill, 
contending with Arminians availed e eee, in 
a limitted view, and with ſobriety, of ſuch a 
diſtinction, this is no reaſon why you ſhould 
fiddle upon it, like ſome ſcraper on a broken 
violin; who, unwearied with his labour, though 
our ears are filled with diſſonance, ſcrapes on, as 
if he was charmed with his uncommon ſkill. 

It ſeemed of ſome importance to you, to in- 


form your friend, it were puerile to have any diſ- 


pute with me, whether you were approaching to 
Baxterianiſm; would it, then, be many in your 


- opponent to attempt to perſuade Mr. Fuller that 


he is a Calviniſt? | 
In another of your queſtions you aſk, 4 T5: 


ſo inexcuſable a fault to be wanting in what we 
are not obliged to have?” You know, Sir, in 


my opinion, he that is conſcious of any obliga- 
tion is induced; but to talk of a man's being 


induced to do nothing; 1s not very common lan-. 


guage ; and to ſay a man is induced to ds, or to 
have any thing, without any mean of performing 
the action, or of obtaining the object, is to talk 
above my comprehenſion ;- and probably, above 
your OWN, | 


Was it, my friend, in ſome rapid flight of 


yours, you looked down on your preſent antagoniſt 
ſo much to his mortification? Now I am proud, 
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then a lunatic; now fooliſh, then profane; now 
ignorant, then malevolent ; now beneath reſentment, 
: incapable of bluſhing, then envious and gaping after 
academical emoluments. 


You either think ſo, my 
dear Sir, or you do not; if you do not, why 


am I thus aſperſed? But if you really think I 


deſerve ſuch appellations, how is it, that of all 


the opponents you have had, none have been ſo 


amuſing to you as Mr. Martin? 
Why, among the reſt, do you charge me with 


being profane ? Have I, like Eſau, for one mor- 


ſel of meat, ſold my birthright? No ſuch thing. 
But reputation is an end for which I write, and 
the applauſe of competent judges ſeems to be the 
ſummit of my wiſhes. Yet, Sir, your conduct 


ſhows you cannot bear reproof ; and more than 
once you condeſcend to appeal to“ compe- 


tent judges :* nay, I am afraid you have 


ſtooped ſo low as to be content with their ap- 


plauſe whoſe judgment is yet too green to- 


make it worth your notice. Hard is my lot 
indeed. You ſeem to have procured a patent 


to ſay any thing, and to reprehend me ſeverely 
if I call any thing you ſay in queſtion. But I 


have introduced the authority of St. Paul to juſ- 


tify ray folly. For this you charge me with being 


profane. Suffer me, my friend, to ſay, with what 


propriety ? Though Paul never ſaid to the Athe- 


nians, Now, I praiſe you brethren ;” yet to 
the Corinthians, he indulged that addreſs. In 


another 


„ 
another part of the ſame epiſtle, to the ſame 
people, he ſaid, © Shall J praiſe you in this? I 


praiſe you not.” May we not infer from ſuch 


behaviour that if the church at Corinth had been. 
as dead to his praiſe as the beaſts he foughtwith 
at Epheſus, or as the Stoics who diſputed with 


him at Athens, he would not have treated them 


with ſuch marks of reſpect? He that is dead to 
prudent praiſe, is not alive to well ſupported 


cenſure; and he that is dead to both, muſt be 


taught, if he be taught at all, as Gideon taught 
the men at Succoth.—If you pleaſe to conſult 
Cruden's Concordance under the word praiſe, 
both as a noun, and as a verb, you may poftibly 
think better of that motive of action than you 
are yet willing for certain reaſons, openly to own. 
Why ſhould you imagine I am ſo heroic as 
to have no dread . of the anger, or reſentment 
of others?” You have been told, if I muſt be 
compelled to hear the prolonged tone of well 
ſupported cenſure, I ſhould feel as much as the 


humane could wiſh.5 But you have overlooked 


that information. Believe me, Sir, I much 
dread the diſpleaſure of ſenſible men, when 


their good will towards me is as conſpicuous as 


their cenſure. If you will have it, that therefore 
Jam not out of temper at ſuch remarks as yours, 
you will certainly do yourſelf 'an honour by 
making that obſervation. Ns ed 

Pp. 5 . Fond 
5 Part I, Page 208. 
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it is injurious; 


( 88 ) 

Fond as you ſay I am of fame, on whom do I 
fawn? whoſe ſupport do I ſolicit? when do I 
call myſelf an ambaſſadour? when do I profeſs 
to be prefoundly humble, or eminently holy? 
when do I dreſs as a clown, or as a fop, to gain 
attention? when do I tell ſtories, or jeſt, in the 
pulpit, in hope of pleaſing thoſe who love to be 
tickled,and not to be taught? Yet you know who 
by ſuch craft have been careſſed, and who by ſuch 


tricks have obtained learned diſtinctions. From 


ſuch follies, you-are, in part, exempted; may 
| you find grace to renounce the whole; and every 


thing elſe which may improperly affect your 
growing reputation! by | 

That any thing has been hazarded by the 
queſtions I have aſked b, or that your interroga- 
tions * will expoſe me to any danger, has not yet 
been diſcerned. Theſe things will not compel me 
to deny a fact which is not my diſgrace, nor by 
any means peculiar to myſelf. I confeſs, it is 
my wiſh to undertake nothing which is not of 
good report; and having engaged, it is my deſire 
to act as being willing to deſerve it. Contempt 
of honeſt fame is contemptible ; indifference to 
a thirſt to enjoy it from our fel- 


low creatures, without, or beyond deſert, is 


madneſs ; to feel this vicious thirſt, and to affect 


- we have no wiſh to be applauded, is ſomething 


„ 1 75 
* Part I. Page 58. Remarks, Page 20. 
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MY » 
you are perhaps, better able to deſcribe than 1 
am able to depict. | 


Degrading others is as diſtant ſom honeſt 


fame, as my heart is from the moſt diſtant wiſh 
that you ſhould be degraded. Believe me, my 
friend, your jewels are "untouched; you are in 
no danger of loſing any thing by me you ſhould 
wiſh to keep. We pair our nails, and cut off 
other excreſcences without regret. Such warts and 
wens you have indulged too long. Was it not 
ſome tumour that wanted amputation, which 


lead you to conclude I muſt faell with an impro- 


per idea of myſelf, becauſe it was ſuppoſed you 


would not heſitate to ſay, that your preſent 


competitor was above contempt? You often 


call me your opponent; and, on the authority of 
Johnſon, I uſed the word competitor in that 
ſenſe. Now, that I ſhould fancy, I was qualified 
to ſay ſomething in anſwer to Mr. Fuller, which 
would be above contempt, ſurely, Sir, unleſs you 
were ſomewhat off your guard, you would not 


have called this in queſtion.— Where I have ſaid 


my arguments are formidable, is not juſt now re- 
collected; but it is eaſy to infer, if you have not 


felt them to be of force, you might have an- 
ſwered them better, and written with leſs ap- 


pearance of being angry.—All concluſions that 


are good, are in my opinion inevitable; ſo that 
if either I, or you, have formed. any good con- 


clukons, they are of that deſcription. 
| You 
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Vou are too indulgent, though not exquilitely 
polite, when you ſay of me, „“ Allow his heart 
in one inſtance to be better than his ſyſtem.” 
This, Sir, is what I cannot allow. My ſyſtem 
is made up of ſentiments; and my heart is no 
better even in one inſtance, than the truth it has 
received. What.the human heart may be unin- 
fluenced by principles, or better than the prin- 
ciples which it prefers, I cannot underſtand, But 
the term Heart is a favourite; and, like other 


favourites, too frequently eſteemed without un- 


derſtanding. On the contrary, the head is a term 
a little ſuſpected; and, like other ſuſpeted 
things, it is often treated with too much con- 
tempt. 

In the note at the cloſe of your ſecond letter, 
there 1s ſomething ſo like ill-nature, that were 
you not the good man you are, I ſhould call it 
by that name; and really, as the matter ſtands, 


I do not know by what ſofter name to call it. 


That advertiſement which is publiſhed at the end 
of the Chriſtian's Peculiar Conflict, was as much 
applauded by a ſenſible man as it is condemned by 
you. It was well intended; and had my progreſs 
in writing well, been as conſpicuous as my in- 
tention was good, it would give me great pleaſure 
to reflect on what is there with too much truth 
acknowledged. But alas! I have yet written nothing, 


but what a good abridgment would make much 


better. Should my life be ſpared, my leiſure 
| | | admit 


( 9 ) 


| . admit, and I ſhould fancy my ability equal to 


the taſk, I may poſſibly publiſh without ſubſcrip- 


tion, an abridgment of all my papers which I 


deem to be worth preſervation. 

How dear to you mult have been the diſpoſition 
to find fault with your poor adventurous friend, 
when you wrote that ſtrange note.—In what 
manner it is cuſtomary for the aſſociated miniſters 
and meſſengers to reviſe, alter, and corre& their 
annual letter, the letter from Aulceſter, and 
others beſide it, bear witneſs. Candour, perhaps, 


has not yet ſuffered them to be over nice in this 


buſineſs, But, that I may not be thought wanting 
in kindneſs to my old friends, let me entreat you 
to aſſure them, I have not forgotten the pleaſant 
days which their friendſhip gilded ; nor their 
wholſome remarks, by which I was, in thoſe 
days, repeatedly inſtructed. Mr, Iſaac Woodman 


can never be thought of by me without continued 


fatisfaction ; yet, even from him, I dared, in 
ſome things, to diſſent, and do not repent of 


that reſolution. But his prudence, his peaceful 


turn, his cheerful caſt, his ſagacity to perceive 
what was relatively right, O Fuller! theſe were 
gems I admired in that dear man. God grant 
that I may live to admire as much in you! He 
is dead, or I would not have' ſaid fo much : but 
tell my brethren, who yet, as well as myſelf, 
ſurvive him, I love them all; and that I believe 
it would be to my advantage to love them better. 
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„ 
Let me hear no more of my aſſociation letter; 
it was written on Election; a ſubje& as impor- 
tant in my eſtimation now as then. Aſſure them, 


I did not refer to ſentiment but to ſtyle; not to 
| What we uſe to call the ſubje& matter,” but to 


the manner of its being drawn up, when I put 
it among my * fugitive pieces.” When they 
know this, as they have never withed to value 
themſelves on ſo poor an attainment as what is 
commonly called a good ſtyle, they will, at your 
requeſt, be as cordial with me as ever. 

That I am not a competitor with you for 
fame, may be owing to your renunciation of it 
as a motive that induced you to write your 
treatiſe, and your recent remarks. If, Sir, fame 
was not your motive, every good judge will 


think, ſo far at leaſt, you acted wiſely. Till 


your labours are more replete with learning, 
manners, critical accumen, and ſound divinity, 


it is ſaid, I may be confident I ſhall not be 


envied the honour of being your antagoniſt. But 
who believes all that is told him? Whether I 
am, or am not envied the honour of entering the 
liſt with you, nothing, it it be poſſible, ſhall 
prevent my being, with due reſpect, 


Your's in our Lord, 
fot Martin. 


Windmill Street, Tottenham Court Read, 
x July 22d, 1789. 
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now it is too late to alter my plan, that in one letter 


three of yours muſt be noticed. Indulge me with 
your beſt temper on this occaſion ; and ſince you 


withed me to make this part of my treatiſe 
cheaper than the former, bear with the want of 
enlarged attention to your remaining remarks. 
Your conceſſions on the ſubject of diſintereſted 
love, though they are as they are, are accepted 
for all they are worth. You admit ſelf-love to 
be implied in our being required to love” our 
neighbours as ourſelves ; but you aſk, Does it 
follow, that becauſe a purſuit of God's glory can- 


not be ſeparated .from our beſt intereſt, therefore 
it cannot be diſtinguiſhed from it?” It is of no 


moment whether it can or not; ſince that purſuit 
and our beſt intereſt are ſo inſeparable, that with- 


out the former, the latter cannot, in any inſtance, 


be at all promoted. | 
Tutored by you, who can remain deſtitute of 


underſtanding? You have ſaid, „you know of 


no ſuch properties in the Deity in which his 


exeatures have no intereſt ;” nay, you have ſaid, 


« that whatever excellency exiſts in the nature 
of £5200; that excellency is engaged in een of 
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( 94 ) 
his people;” yet you immediately aſk, „ But 
does it follow, that becauſe, if I am a chriſtian, 
there is no excellency in God but what I have 
an intereſt in, therefore, ſuch intereſt is the only 
poſſible conſideration, for which I can or ought 
to love him ?” If it does not, ſomething which is 
neither excellent rior nterefting, mult be the ob- 
ject of your eſteem. . 
In one ſenſe,” you allow, „ it is true you 
know not what God is in himſelf.” Shall 1 
preſume too much to aſk what that one ſenſe is 
I am intereſted in the ſolution of this queſtion, 
becauſe you ſtill aſſert, we muſt neceſſarily 
love God for what he is in himſelf—antecedently 
to our enjoyment of him.” You aſk, «<< Do 
men ever ſcek a portion in earthly things, with- 
out viewing that portion as good and deſirable in 
it ſelf; whether they have it or not?” One 
would think, the portion which a man has, he 
need not ſeek. When the cock, (according to 
the fable) found on a dunghill, a diamond, he 
ſaid, Had a lapidary found this treaſure, his 
heart would have been elated ; but for me,“ 
(continued our prudent cock,) I ſhould have 
much rather found a grain of barley!' We can- 
not wiſh to be degraded to the condition of 2 
cock upon a dunghill; but ſurely, to prefer that 
which is relatively of no value to us, to that which 
is, would be no proof of our good underſtanding. 


* fooliſh and diſobedient, we preferred 
es 


C 9. } | 
aſhes to bread, and that which ſatisfieth not to 
that which is every way ſubſtantial ; but how 


were we called from ſuch deluſions? Was it by 


the tinkling found of diſintereſted love, to feaſt 


on mental errour, or on ſome abſtracted notion, 
idle as it is abſtracted? No; “ Fat ye that 


which is good, and let your foul delight itſelf in 
fatneſs ;” thi$ was the language which rouſed our 


attention, and raiſed in us a hope of our being 


Wen partakers of the ſure mercies of David.“ 


That you can diſtinguiſh between the affec- 


tion which you bear to a man on account of his 
kindneſs to you, and that which you feel towards 


him on account of his general character, it 


hardly becomes me to contradict. But in each 
of theſe views, it is obſerved your affection to- 
wards this man, is ſaid to be “ on account.” On 
account of what? If you knew his general cha- 
raQer to be cruelty, would you love him on ac- 


count of „hat? But muſt his Lindneſs loſe its 


value, becauſe you were a diſtinguiſhed object of 


his benevolence? This may diſcover what ſome 


may call yzur humility, but who will think this 


to be a part of your beſt underſtanding LN 


good character among men cannot exiſt in any 


man, unleſs he has ſome capacity, inclination 


and opportunity to do good ; nor can it be per- 


ceived and approved, without ſome advantage to 


them who enjoy it. When Paul faid to Timothy, 
«« Be thou an example of the believers 1 in word, 


in 
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in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity ;'* he had the good of believers in 
view. Believers, therefore, from that period to 
this, have been thankful for ſuch examples; have 
wiſhed they might be multiplied and continued, 
and have lamented they ſhould be ſo few in 
number, and that their lives ſhould be ſo ſhort. 
But where would be the good ſenſe of all this, 
it they derived no advantage from ſuch examples ? 

My quotation from Mr. Boyle ſeems to have 
given you offence, Thus you exprefs your diſ- 
pleaſure: ** what can be thought of Mr. M.'s 
ingenuouſneſs in quoting from Mr. Boyle againſt 
the doctrine of diſintereſted love, when every one 
who reads his performance, muſt ſee that hat 
doctrine is there expreſsly and largely defended? 
Aſk a worthy friend of ours and he will tell 
you. For when he collected the Conceſſions of 
ſo many Pœdobaptiſts in favour of believer's 
baptiſm by immerſion, he ſaid ſuch teſtimony t to 

him, was worth a thouſand others. 

Muhen you inform me, that the ſum of all 
the rewards contained in the goſpel, is God him- 
lf,” 1 give you credit. But how is God him- 
felt the reward of any man? Is he not ſo by 
covenant? By a covenant ordered in all things 
and ſure? By a covenant containing all our 
ſalvation, and all our deſire? To ſome, © our 
God is a conſuming fire.” But to the ele, he 
is a ſun of righteouſneſs, ariſing with healing 
in 


K 
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in his wings. If we have any reward it muſt be 


of grace; and that grace is our beſt intereſt. 


That I once ſaid more than became me on 
diſintereſted love, has been acknowledged. But 
you aſk, in capitals, , Did hé then think him- 
ſelf a wiſer man than he does now ?”—HE DID. 

When a man reads any affecting ſtory with 


emotion, he cannot examine it with minute 
attention. But when affection ſubſides, he may 


ſay, what doth it? If he perceives the narra- 
tive to be well founded, and judges his emo- 
tions to be productive of good effects, he will 
read it again with cloſer inſpection; but if he 
thinks it fabulous, and its effects noxious, he 
throws it aſide, On theſe principles, I have not 


read Sir Charles Grandiſon ſince I was a boy: 
but on the very ſame principles, I read daily, 


ſome affecting narrative in the word of God. 
The charge of hypocriſy, of all others, was the 
leaſt expected. But this affront is eaſily ſur- 
mounted; becauſe it will gain no credit. Every 
good authour has written when he ſhould have 
ilept. Even Homer nods ſometimes. If the 
Drs. Goodwin, Owen and Gill; if Mr. Char- 
nock and Mr. Brine, have talked of loving God. 
for his own excellence, yet not to anſwer your 


purpoſe. If they have, it is obvious, you take 


and leave what you pleaſe of their writing. Am 
I bound to take the whole? 
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When I mentioned having had trials and ob- 
ſervations more in number and variety, than 
ſome people have yet had opportunities to expe- 
rience and conſider, it is plain I had no perſon 
in view who was older than myſelf. —If you wiſh 
me to feel what I have not felt at your rebukes, 
write with caution, correct with care, and poſt- 
pone your publication till you have very little to 
hazard by its appearance. But what counſel 
can be more unwelcome to your ardour? The 
firſt notice J received of your rapid Remarks 
was thus expreſſed; in a letter to a friend who 
ſells your publications. | 5 

« More trade for the Bookſellers! Shortly 
will be publiſhed, Remarks on Mr. Martin's 
late performance; entitled Thoughts on the 
Duty of Man, &c. by Andrew Fuller ; price 6d.” 

About ſix weeks ago, I ſet about it. It 
has been finiſhed about two or three weeks; 
except copying it out for the preſs.” Of all the 
opponents I have had, none have been ſo amuſmg- 
to me as Mr. Martin. It is almoſt impoſſible 
to be out of temper. with him. You may men- 
tion the above 10 whom. you pleaſe.” —W ho. could 
be terrified with ſuch tidings 2 | 

When you had. «© finiſhed?” your Remarks, 
they were ſent to London. To whom? Pub- 
liſhed as they now appear, one would imagine 
young men had the reviſion of your manuſcript. 
If elders were permitted to ſee it, they ſeem to 

- have 


8 


F he 
have treated you as an object unable to bear 
contradiction; or if they were faithful, you have 
convinced them you were not to be inſtruted.— 
At the cloſe of your pamphlet, is the following 
advertiſement : 4 N. B. A reply to Mr. Tay- 
lor's XIII Letters will ſhortly be publiſhed.” — 
I hope, Sir, your ſhortly, like my ſoon, is not 
to be underſtood ſtrictly. Unleſs you make haſte 
ſlowly, a man of Mr, Taylor's abilities will 
compel you to make © more trade for the 


Bookſellers ;” or to ſpeak more properly, to 


give them additional trouble ; for Bookſellers 


would ſtarve by N ſuch 9 as yours 


and mine. : 
In the beginning of your fourth letter, though 
you had promiſed to the contrary, you again 
renew the charge of miſrepreſentation. You 
now complain, becauſe I have repreſented you 
as © maintaining that it is men's duty to pro- 
duce ſpiritual diſpoſitions, to be born again, to 
vivify themſelves, to make the word effectual to 
ſalvation, to convince themſelves of ſin, and to 
be the ſons of God,” But you ſuppoſe, . all I 
would abide by i is, that theſe are the juſt conſe- 
quences, of your principles.” Of this, from the 
following quotation, without a Comment, let the 
reader judge. Whatever a perſon is, or does, 
in reſpect to ſpiritual 40 iſpofitions, and exerciſes, 
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what HE ought to have been, and done, prior te 


that period, as well as at the time *”, 

If you have been inconſiſtent on this ſubject, you 
have formed that plea upon it whichwas expected l. 
However, if you wiſh it to be known that you 


do not believe it is“ men's duty to produce 


ſpiritual diſpoſitions, to be born again, to vivify 


chemſelves, to make the word effectual to ſalva- 


tion, to convince themſelves of ſin, or to be the 
ſons of God;” I am willing to extend your 
conceſſion as far as I can. But have you conſi- 
dered the conſequence? For you may depend 
upon it, ſenſible readers will ſay, “With many 
a weary ſtep, and many a groan, Up a high hill 
he heaves a huge round ſtone ; The huge round 
ſtone reſulting with a bound, Thunders im- 


. petuous down and ſmokes along the ground. of 


If my reaſonings affect any thing, you ſay, 


of it is not the duty of . believing in Chriſt, but 


that of being the ſubject of ſpiritual diſpoſitions.” 


Of this ſubject, I have promiſed to take ſome 
notice®; and I venture now to aſſert, no kind 
of diſpoſitions can exiſt in us, without ſenſa- 


tions; nor ſenſations without motion; nor 


motion without a mover, If a man feels pain 


in his great I he 1s diſpoſed to pull off his 


ſhoe and ſearch for the cauſe; if he perceives 
his pain to proceed from a thorn, or from ſome 
3 Eg Internal 


* Treat. 2 131. a Part I, p. 1031056. 40. 
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internal diſorder, or only from a ſharp. piece of 
gravel lodged between his ſtocking and the part - 
affected, he acts accordingly.. When a man is 
faſt aſleep, till ſome internal, or ſome external 
ſenſation affects him, he ſleeps on; but when thus 
diſturbed, according to the nature and degree ot 
the ſenſation, ſo is he diſpoſed to act. If he 
finds himſelf awaked and in health, and per- 
ceives it his uſual hour of riſing, he is perhaps 
diſpoſed to riſe; but if he hears the watchman 
ſay, Paſt three o'clock,” it is more proba- 
ble, he is diſpoſed to fleep a little longer. If 
when he is determined to get up, ſuch ſenſations 
and ideas ruſh upon his mind as he diſapproves, 
he is diſpoſed to diſmiſs them; if he ſucceeds, 
and a better train of thoughts occur, he is diſpo- 
ſed to purſue it till he meets with ſome obſtruc- 
tion. Now, Sir, I wiſh to know, whether 
what you call ſpiritual diſpoſitions, holy diſpoli- 
tions, a right temper, a right ſpirit, a frame of 
heart, and fo forth; ought to exiſt without ſenſa- 
tion and perception. If it ought, may we call 
this ſtrange thing capacity * But whence is that? 
Are any of our religious friends ripe for another 
revolution of ſentiment, and ready to hear it is 
our duty to have both capacity and genius? Are 
they willing to be told, if this be not the duty of 
all men, it is difficult to conceive how capacity Or 


genius * can be either neceſſary « or acceptable to 
God?® | | ' 
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Having told us, . Every ſinner is required to 
love God with all his heart,” you infer, .“ this 
implies a right ſpirit ;” and add, a right ſpirit, 
in this view, is a duty.” In what view? As it 
is required ? But are the precepts and promiſes to 
be divorced? Are we ever required to conſider 
the precepts abſtractedly; to be affected with 
them, and to act upon them, as if ſuch injunc- 
tions alone exiſted? Were we under law alone, 
we could not be under grace; but he who is not 
under grace, is under the dominion of fin. In 
the empire of Jeſus Chriſt, grace reigns. If ſo, 
it takes the lead; and it is both the cauſe and 
conſervation of all moral excellence. Yet when 
I aſk which muſt take the /ead, the bleſſing or the 
duty, you call this an © unmeaning queſtion.” 

Softly, my dear Sir, ſoftly, I beſeech you, 
% Mr. Martin's 3% friends, deteſt theſe principles 
—they muſt always be dete/ied. If this be not 
antinomianiſm, nothing ever deſerved that name!” 


What have I done, Rev. Sir, to deſerve this 


holy rancour? Why, I have ſaid, it is not the 
duty of a bad man to make himſelf a good man. 
Indeed, Sir, you glory over me too much; ſince 
you yourſelf have ſaid, Whether it be the duty 
of men to make themſelves good men, is not the 
queſtion.” You have aſſured me, ſuch language, 
or ſuch ideas, never proceeded from your pen. e : 
But, wo worth the day! I have alſo ſaid, it is 
not the duty of every good man to make himſelf. 


+4 


( 03 ) 
as holy as St. Paul. Yea, and © there was a 
time, when Mr. M. himſelf, conſidered ſuch 


notions as not only dangerous, but deſpicable.” If 


the abuſed reader ſhould conſult your proof, what 


muſt he think of your candour? In a fermon pub- 


liſhed in 1776, I have faid, ** But to infer that 
Chriſt obeyed moral precepts to obtain liberty for 
us to break them; or that ſince he has magnified 
the law and made it honourable, it is of lefs 
moment for us to regard it, than if he had not, is 
highly abſurd; nay—ſach concluſions are as 
dangerous as they are deſpicable.” Such were my 
ſentiments; and on this ſubject, my thoughts 
are ſtill the ſame. But what are yours *—As to 
my beſt friends, if they chooſe to withdraw their 


friendſhip from me, unleſs I profeſs to believe 


it is the duty of every good man, however he may 
be employed, afflicted, tempted, or deſerted, to 
be in every moment of his conflict, nay, While 
he is aſleep, as well as when he is awake, as 
holy as St. Paul is in heaven ; it will only prove 
that ſome of my beſt friends are far more into- 
lerant than I expected. But that I have any 
friend diſpoſed to treat me in this manner, or 
who 1s unable to ps Jour intention, is in- 
credible. 

lf a righteous king confer with u nümber 6f 
his rebellious ſubjects“ What then? Muſt the 
God of all grace, ſpeaking to us by a Mediator, 
model his compaſſion, and adjuſt his conduct, 
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muſt immediately break 
your ſimilitude does not reſt on ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion. If it does not, it is uſeleſs; and if it 
does, it is injurious. Men dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, are not ſubject to the law of God ; neither 
indeed can be. 
muſt not only be reaſoned with, but converted. 
But in converſion, God takes away the ſtony 
heart out of their fleſh, and gives them an heart 
of fleſh. For he ſpeaks to them by that Son who 
has received gifts for men; yea for the rebel- 
lious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them. 
« Who is a pardoning God like THEE, or who 


| ( 204 ) 

' after your deſcription of an earthly king expoſtu- 
lating with his fellow men; ſo that, if they who 

are rebels againſt God, be not inſtantly willing to 

come under divine government; the © conference 


If ſuch men are ſaved, they 


37 


At ſuch compaſſion, the converted ſay, 


122 


has grace ſo rich and free 


„The language of the bible,” 


deſtitute ; but, BE YE HOLY, for Jam holy.” — 
The bible is a book of conſiderable ſize; and 


the language of it muſt not be judged of by a 
few preceptive ſentences. The contents of the 
bible are various, relative and connected. When 


you are properly attentive to the whole, you will 
not quote the ſacred text in a manner ſo partial 


and unfair; nor will you apply that to the un- 


converted, 


up?” You may reply, 


you inform 
me, is not, uſe ſuch and ſuch means to get 
thoſe diſpoſitions of which we are at preſent 


— - . 


( 105 ) 


cdifveited! which evidently belongs to them who 


are paſſed from death to life. Your miſtake is as 


great as if you would form your judgment of the 


holy anointing oil, from on of the principal 
ſpices by which that ointment was ene, 


Exod, xxx. 22— 25. 
But if the language of the bible be wa you 


repreſent it, Whoſe language is this? « If in- 
ſtead of uſing exhortations to ſinnefs, merely that 


we may uſe the means which God has appointed, we 


give them to ſuppoſe that any work that is truly 


good, is, in whole, or in part, to be effected by, 
or aſcribed to themſelves, then do we d ;ſhoncar 
the Spirit of God ?” What theſe means are, you 


teach teachers to purſue ; and aſſure us, Nor 

hath God left off to work by theſe means ſtill. w 

Was ever any good man ſo unhke himſelf? 
In my opinion, the following quotation is worth 


your notice: though neither in it, nor in what I 
have quoted from Mr. BaLcvuy, nor from any 


other AUTHOUR, are you to ſuppoſe that I ap- 
prove of every word. Vice will never be 


chaſed out of the world with invectives; nor 


virtue advanced to her empire by panegyrics. 


The moſt prudent advertency, and the moſt. 


manly reſolution, the moſt rational Tove, and 

the moſt generous indignation, that ever opinion- 

ative moraliſt could conceive and fortify his breaſt 

withal, will never be able to ſecure a man againſt 
| E 5 „ 
" Treat, p. 178. ale 
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106 Y 
the ſubtle 3 or violent aſſaul ts of ſin : 
Tis only the divine aſſiſtance that is our caſtle 
and defence, and the vital ſpring of all our good 
habits; and whoever terminates his hopes, even 
of N and pleaſing God, upon the confi- 
dence of any other ſtrength than what is derived 
from God, his hopes are impious and he mult 
miſcarry, Tis true, that rational arguments are 
proper, nay, neceſſary, to, excite a man to his 
duty ; which is a rational ſervice, and effected 
by rational endeavours ; not by lazy preſumptions. 
But then, this is the point, a man muſt likewiſe 


know, that when he is about his duty, he is not 


ſufficient for that which he is about; for God 


_ hath reſerved a partial agency to himſelf ; and he 


does as much command our application to him 
for this aſſiſtance, as he does demand all the reſt 
of our duty :—therefore, he who ſhall undertake 
to reaſon and argue a man into his duty, without 
inſiſting on the neceſſary application to God, does 
the fame thing in reſemblance, as if he ſhould 
cut off the travellers /egs and provide him with a 
fie.” 
Neither preſumption nor deſpair can be nou- 
riſhed by ſuch doctrine; but, if it be alledged, 
that telling ſinners it is their duty to be of ſuch 
a temper of mind as they muſt know they are 


not, and telling them of 0 means by which they, 


without poſſeſſing any true defire after it, may 
955 become 


* Sermons by the Rev. Mr. E. Young; Vol, I. p. 16, 17. 


WW. u ˙ a 
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become of ſuch a temper, muſt drive them to 


deſpair ;*? you reply, .fr, It is impoſſible, in 


the nature of things, for any means or directions 


to be given, which thoſe who have no direct 
deſire after a right temper as mind, may uſe in 


order to obtain ſuch a temper.” Would you act 


on this principle if you were requeſted to be a 
mediator between two contending friends? Would 
you wait to diſcover a direct defire for reconcilia- 
tion on both ſides, before you interpoſed, and 


deſiſt as foon as you ſaw direct deſire, on either 


fide, decline? A young man who has no direct 
deſire to ſit at your. feet, may, by ſome gap, be 
prejudiced againſt you; when, if he did but 
know. half your worth, he might covet that 
fituation. Shall no ſtep be taken'ts undeceive 
him ?—No, none at all.—Alas! Sir, why ſuch 
ſeverity ?— Becauſe the uſe of a mean always 
implies the exiſtence of a defire after the end. 
True; but what does that deſire imply? Does it 
ever exiſt without a cauſe? without any percep- 
tion of the end deſired? Does it produce Hef? 
Or, like the drops of dew, hath it a father? 
Your ſecond anſwer is worthy of the firſt. It 


is true,” you ſay, . ſuch a doctrine as this, muſt 


drive ſinners to deſpair ; but it is ſuch deſpair as 
muſt he at the foundation of all well grounded 
hope.” I hope not; becauſe this doQrine teaches 
men to be holy by a direct deſire of their -n; 
ſelf-begotten and ſupported, previous to the uſe 
of wy mean, and previous to the communication 
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{ 308 3 
of any diſtinguiſhing bleſſing. The curſe which 
tranſgreſſors have deſerved, increaſing as ſin 
abounds, I can in ſome meaſure, underſtand: 
Forgiveneſs with God, productive of peace and 
of new-obedience, I both believe and enjoy. But 
your oUGHTs confuſe me; they confuſe: my 


betters: to ſome they may be amuſing, but at 


beſt they are productive of n but con- 
tention. 


My notion of endeavour is next to be conſider- 
ed; and if you may be truſted, it is © a com- 


promiſing notion; it has no certain connection 
with the thing endeavoured after; it is uſed in 


oppoſition to poſſeſſion; it does not imply any 
direct inclination, or deſire after thę things 
ſought; it can have no virtue in it; but on the 
contrary, it is the eſſence of hypocriſy. Mr. M. 's 
endeavours,” you ſay, „are deſtitute of all true 
virtue; have nothing in them truly good, or 
acceptable to God; on the contrary, they are 
abominable in his ſight, as containing the very 
eſſence of hypocriſy.” You cloſe your account 
of what you are pleaſed to call my notion, by 
ſaying, Thus, Mr. M. 's notion of endeavour, 
either obliges men to be hypocrites, or places 
him in the ſame ſituation as thoſe he cenſures, 
and anſwers the ſubſtance of his own objections.” 
The reader will perceive your THUS. is very 
Gal; and when he conſiders your zeal for 


10 e future Ry to the moral law, 
: eſpecially 


fr 


( 169 ) 
eſpecially for a practical regard to theſeprecepts, 
„Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
neighbour : Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour” as 
thyſelf:“ he will not be aſtoniſhed at the invincible 
proof you have given of a right temper, nor be 
amazed to be a witneſs of your pacific Uiſpoſition: 
But take care of over doing. At the commence- 
ment of the preceding Comment, you ſay, This 
is the ground on which he has taken his ſtand; 
and towards the cloſe of your Paraphraſe, you 
make this modeſt conceſſion; * Truly, I do not 
know that I have any material objection to com- 
prehending the whole of human duty in endea- 
vour.” This is humility like your own. But 
whether Hur objection will be thought ſo impor- 
tant as you ſeem to ſuppoſe, is not at preſent, 
out. of doubt.—A. conceſſion ſo ſingular ſeems to 
have been extorted from you. I had faid, « if any 
kind of labour zs poſſible, or even ought to be poſſi- 
ble, to any creature, which is abſolutely different 
from endeavour, and ſhort of acting efficiently, you 
were bound to ſay what it was, if you could.” 
But both your natural and moral ability were un- 
equal to the taſk. What followed? An ingenu- 
ous acknowledgement? Nothing like it. Puſhed 
into a corner; unable to conceal yourſelf, or to 
get any further, and afraid to return, you cry 
out, „ Truly, I do not know that I have any 
material objection to comprehending the whole of 
human duty in endeavour.” But to ſave appear- 
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ances, you have this ſalve; though not as ex- 
plained by Mr. Martin.“ What your better ex- 
planation may produce let us now conſider. 

„ Finſi 7 endeavour,” according to your P ara- 
phraſe, includes the utmoſt exertion of all our 
natural powers; but the utmoſt exertion of all 
our powers, towards ſpiritual objects, is ſpiritual 


_ exerciſe.” Let of theſe very powers, you ſay, 


« Seriouſly, was ever any queſtion made of the 
weakneſs of the human underſtanding? - Was it 
ever denied that our natural faculties are impaired, 
as well as our bodies ſubject to diſeaſe by the 
FALL?” What! the utmoſt exertion of our 
impaired natural powers, in a difeaſed body, on 
ſpiritual objects, ſpiritual exerciſe? But what 
other powers can be intended? None but natural 
powers have been mentioned in your criticiſm : 
beſides 3 you have expreſly denied moral ability is 
a talent which may be ufed or abuſed. P If I miſ- 
underſtand you, teach me your meaning; but if, 
to evade rebuke, you ſhould ſay, as no man exerts 
his natural abilities to the e, no inferiour de- 
gree is ſpiritual exerciſe, that evaſion will be treat- 
ed as it deſerves. | ; | 
\ Your ſecond critical improvement is, that 
%% Endeavour to perform ſpiritual actions, and to 
obtain ſpiritual bleſſings, inſtead of being oppoſed 
to the poſſeſſion of a ſpiritual diſpoſition, neceſ- 
ſarily implies it.” That endeavour implies de- 
Remarks p. 15. 
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fire, deſire diſcernment of the- thing deſired, and 
4 diſpoſition to ſeek it, who diſputes ? But whence 
that illumination which: precedes ſpiritual deſires? 
Will you fay THAT is our duty? Or are you, in 
a fit of good humour, willing to comprehend the 
tohole of human duty, in the dark, and-ſelf-righte-. 
ous endeavours of the human mind ? You aſk, 
whether I have not intermeddled in a controverſy 
I do not underſtand; and you ſay, the weak- 
neſs of my underſtanding, poſlibly, may never yet 
have been called in queſton. Theſe are ſtrokes 
as impolitic as they are impotent; for if, under 
this deſcription, I ſhould prove your equal, what 
will be the conſequence ?. I indeed, ſhall, have 
no reaſon to be elated; but, on reflection, a man 
of your diſpoſition muſt feel himſelf dej ⁊cted. 
Had I been a $20by you could not have poſſeſſed 
greater confidence of my- inability, to detect your 
paraphraſtical chicane. Of this, I will produce 
another inſtance. I had ſaid, Human percep- 
tions, and every thing which is built upon them, 
are liable to fluctuation: but in a our prayers, 
unleſs we verge to hypocriſy, we mult rigiahy re- 
gard 1cality: in ſhort, whenever we pray, we 
muſt pray as in trutb we can, let our frame, or 
ſtate, or the conſequence of ſo doing, be what it 
may.” This was your Text. Now for your 
Comment. That is, if we have no defireafter God 
in our hearts, we are only to take care we pretend 
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the fruit of your leiſure, but of your love to me. 


Yet on reflection, you ſeem diſlatisfied with your 
labour. For you ſay, © I can hardly perſuade. 


myſelf, that Mr. M. really means to plead for 


ſuch endeavours as theſe. This is kind. He 
would not wiſh however, I dare ſay, to be an 
advocate for any other than ſincere endeavours” — 
This is very kind.—“ But if this is what he 
pleads for, then ul the ends to be anſwered by it 
are 1.” —Hey day! what a change is here! 


Sincere or inſincere a i, h You drive the jeſt 


too far. In your levelling humour, which is 
often uppermoſt, you aſſert, « Mr. Martin in 


pleading for 'this namely, ſincere endeavours] 


as the duty of man, pleads juſt as his opponent . 
does, for that which never exiſted nor ever will.““ 
This, Sir; is a full confeſſion that you plead for 
impolſibilities. But why am 1 charged with this 
folly? Becauſe I have ſaid in a ſermon, publiſhed» 
in 1771, A freedom from condemnation fin- 


ners want to obtain, but a life of faith in Chriſt, 


and holineſs from Chriſt, they do not fo much r 
as defire to enjoy; nor ever will, until the Lord 


takes away the heart of ſtone, and gracioufly be- 


ſtows an heart of fleſh.” Is this pleading? Is it 
not an aſſertion? Yes, and of a fact I am ſur- 


prized you ſhould produce becauſe it refutes 
| | what 


to none; and in this way, we may pray with 
integrity and uprightneſs.” Is it in this way” 
you amuſe yourſelf ? No, this Comment was not 


„„ 8 
what you would infer from that diſcourſe, and is 
every way unſerviceable to your hypotheſis.” 

- From ſuch an advocate, what accuſations may 
not be expected? Where have I ſuppoſed that 
endeavour ſhould take the lead of deſire? On the 
contrary, have 1 not ſaid, « If the deſires of 
men be vicious, let us endeavour to convince 

them of it, and attempt to raiſe the reverſe ; but 
letus always remember man will never a& without 
defire, nor beyond it.” Every occupant muſt, 
in my opinion, have ſomething he can occupy; 
ſomething which is not the fruit of his occupa- 
tion, but that which is given him to profit withal. 
But the diſtribution of thoſe gifts is ſovereign, 
However, what God has imparted to us, cannot 
always be known, by mere reflection. Action 
is frequently eſſential to evidence; and when it is, 
our deſires and endeavours muſt be multiplied, if we 
would know what Lieib in us, and obtain a ſettled 
ſatisfaction of our preſent ſituation. This, Sir, 
is the ground on which I have taken my ſtand”; 
and, I cannot but with you enjoyed the whole- 
ſome air of this ample region. It is too keen 
for the hypocrite to approve; it torments the idle; 
it terrifies them who build caſtles in the clouds; 
but it diſpoſes the moſt active and ſober to be 
cheerful and humble. You ſee I do not „ mean, 
at any rate, to indulge deſpair” ; though I per- 
eeive you are reſolved, at all events, to conclude 
f r | your 
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your. carralpondence with as little —— as 
yo began. | 
Near the cloſe of your laſt letter, yOu ave, 
« Had Mr, M. but given me leave to ſpeak for 


myſelf, I cannot tell how much I might have 


faid in his praiſe.” Not more, I hope, than you 


ought; and if you have ſuffered: yourſelf to ſay 
leſs, ought you not to repent ? But if you are of 


opinion you ought to have written juſt as you 
have done, confeſs that word is, in your hands, to 
yourſelf injurious, 'and to your antagoniſt, an 


inſulting ſyllable. Your PRAISE, it ſeems, is of 


ſome value. Is it ſo becauſe you are a competent 
judge; or becauſe you are eee in your 
deciſions? 

When the authour of the Night Thoughts 
called Fame a bubble; he ſtrove to graſp at 
it as much as moſt men of his profeſſion. It is 
well known, that he who ſaid—“ like thee, 
Meonides! Or, Milton! thee; ah could I reach 
your ſtrain!” was a diſappointed man. But you 
have not diſtinguiſhed the language of ambition 
and chagrin from that of humility and good 
humour. Were I to form a judgment of you 
from your five letters alone, what muſt be the 
concluſion? But that would be as unfair as it 
would be to form a judgment of the ſplendour 
of the moon while ſhe was eclipſed. . 3s 36 

What could ſeduce you to finiſh your laſt let- 


ter in a manner ſo uncivil? Not in a ſportive 


humour, 


T 
humour, but grave as when we grudge, you, aſk 
your friend, Seriouſly, is not Mr. M. panes 2 
If he is not mult not his 36% friends be aſhamed 
for him? and not only aſhamed, but grieved, for 
the idea he gives the world of the motives of 
thoſe who are engaged in what he calls a ſerious 
altercation ?* You, and ſome others, with all 
Your OUGHTS, love, now and then, to nibble at a 
man's bet friends. Some have felt your NIBBLING; 
ſo may I. Such hollow attempts would be. i in- 
ſufferable were you leſs eminent in moral worth. 
Hitherto, I thank God, neither my beſt friends, 
nor the baptiſts, nor diſſenters at large, have had 
juſt grounds to be aſhamed of my doctrine, nor 
of my general converſation. Till they have, 
your innuendoes cannot make me tremble. 
What ſhall I ſay more to ſuch behaviour? 
Nothing. We have all of us a time to nod; a 
time to be vexed; a time when we cannot con- 
ceal, nor ſuppreſs, our vexation; and we have a 
time, 4 truſt, in which we are willing to confeſs 
our faults one to another, and pray one for ano- 
ther that we may be healed. You wiſh, it ſeems 
to have * acceſs to me,” How am I to believe 
this, when you have rejected that private corre- 
ſpondence with me, which might have prevented 
the publication of > thoſe letters I have here ex- 
amined? If, however, you wiſh to have acceſs, 
you are always welcome. Grant me a viſit, 
Who knows but after mutual conceſſions, you 
and 
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and I may. form an alliance uſeful to each other, 


and pleaſing to them who wiſh us well. Were 
it not that ſuch men as you have always their 
admirers who abet their cauſe without diſcre- 
tion, I ſhould have hope. But if you ſuffer your- 
ſelf to be teazed or tickled by them, (as you 
have done already,) I muſt deſpair of ſuch an 
interview. Every man has his favourites; ſome 


of them perhaps, of little value; but he is 


truly great who in argument and judgment has 
obtained a ſingle eye. May the bleſſing of Levi 
reſt upon you?! Thus bleſſed, your letters will 
command attention; and I ſhall think myſelf 
bighly honoured, if, under the influence of that 


| blefling, you will condeſcend to write a letter to 


| Your reſ ſpectful friend, 


— 


el, He tan, 


Windmill Sereee, Toitenkbiam Court Road, 
* Auguſt 7th, 1789+ 


> . 


Deut. xxxiii. 8-1. 


( 17, ) 


POSTSCRIPT. 


WHAT you | are pleaſed to call by this 


name, might be contained in a ſingle page. Yet 
within ſuch narrow bounds, . what a torrent of 
compliſance ! In your poſtſcript, YOU REPRESENT 
ME, as intoxicated with ideas of my own re- 
putation” : Do you mean ſince I have ventured 
to diſpute with you? As « Weinen of reſpect- 
ing the character of other men”: Yet you ſay, 
there are ſeveral authours whom I {till recom- 


mend,” * As « not diſcovering much of the 


chriftian” : You only mean as compared with 
yourſelf, As © not diſcovering / much of the 
gentleman” ; This, of courſe, moſt ſhock your 
feelings, As © daring”: What a contraſt to 
your meekneſs! As „ ſwelling with ſelf-impor- 
tance” ; What a foil to your ſelf annihilation ! 
As „ throwing out bold daſhes of inſolence”” : 
This was ſufficient to hurt your humility ! As 
10 beneath reſentment” ; But you did not mean 
to fay, beneath . your reſentment. As not 
having the vanity to expect it from Mr. Evans” 
Why, then, am 1 reckoned to be very proud! 
As ©. inſpired- with courage on this principle“: 
Yet „of the anger, or reſentment of others, I 
am uppoled to haye no 1 AY As thinking 


1 : * 1 p. 4g d Remarks p. 18. 
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I have ſhewn myſelf the man” : Do you mean 
the man that was to be of uſe to you? 

What could lead you to wind. up your matters 
in this manner? Was it to vindicate, or was it to 
vex Mr. Evans? Or was it done to gratify your 
dear friend? But Mr. Evans muſt not be blamed 
for your officious tempers? Some might ſay, 
What will he do, if you have been ſo bold? But 
F ſhall only obſerve, that if Mr. Evans thinks 
fit to honour me with'any notice, he ſhall find 
am not afraid to vindicate what appears to be de- 
fenſible, nor aſhamed to retra& any thing which 
cannot be ſupported. —The zeal of a pupil (duch 
perhaps as your anonymous friend lately was at 

Briſtol,) may ſhow his attachment to his maſter; 
but J beg permiſſion to fay, though I have many 
brethren, I have not any other MASTER than 
Jxsus CRgxisr. Your ardour for a Tutor may 
throw a vail over your real want of tuition ; and 
could my ignorance be thus concealed, 1 might 
be tempted to follow your example. | 

You think, Sir, © a very ſmall ſhare of can- 
dour and common ſenſe would have conſtrued 
Mr. Evans's words as meaning no more than 
that men in general have the command of all the 
members of the body, and the "uſe of all the 
faculties of the ſoul.” But I will venture to ſay, 
| that this Comment i is partial, "and the ſenſe of it 
indefenſible. There are motions in our members 


over which. we have not comans 3 and \ we all df 
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E 
us is poſſeſs faculties we are unable to uſe as we 
could wiſh. - But you firſt determine what power 
we ought to have, and then fancy we poſleſs it. 
Had I room, I would quote at ſome length, 
facts we mutually acknowledge, and obſerve 
what ſort of influence your leading term, ap- 
plied as you apply it, would introduce. For 
inſtance, © It is not in man that walketh to 
direct his ſteps.” But it ought to be. Our 
ſufficiency is of God.” But it ought to be of us. 
« A man can receive nothing, except it be given 
him from heaven.” But he ought to receive 
every thing, and to be every thing, and to do 
every thing, prior to that period, as well as at 
that time!“ Such, in my opinion, are your 
notions. By ſhew of right ne into a 
gilded fault. 

The knowledge which your friend has of my. 
character, made him of “ two hard words?” to 
chooſe the ſofteſt. You think my treatment of 
Mr. Evans was owing to malevolence; but he is 
inclined to impute it to my ignorance. Behold, 
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how good, and how pleaſant it 1s, for brethren to 

: play together with the character of a rival bro- 

| ther! | 0 ä 
Enuy, you imagine, has led me to harp on hs 

ſubje& of emolument. But what have I ſaid that 

1 can be called harping on this ſubject? Neither 

my neceſſities, nor my inclination „at preſent, 

| induce 


I te) 

induce me to be a Tutor. A character, in my 
opinion; truly honourable when it is. well ſup- 
ported. But I am beſt pleaſed with communi- 
cating my Thoughts from the pulpit, in conver- 
fation and from the preſs. . Theſe channels of 
communication are ſufficient for me; and withs 
them I really am contented. ' ">a hf 

Should you recollect it was my purpoſe, to treat 
you with .real- reſpect, and fancy L have not, I 
can only ſay, that when I gave you that expec- 
tation I was ſincere, and that I have not, in mY! 
own judgment, receded from that intention 


But when I propoſed to carry on this controverſy - | 


in a becoming temper, though I had read your” 
Remarks, I had not compared them with your 
quotations. This I did as I went forward with: 
my laſt ſection. In this buſineſs I met with 
unexpected provocation; ; ſuch; as, impartially 
conſidered, will, I think, acquit me of my 
wanting of due decorum to Mr. Fuller. 
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Lauch publi ged., by Mr. Man rin, a <p 
on Romans x Xl. 15. 
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